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Books Books Books!
My mission in life is not merely to survive,
but to thrive; and to do so with some
passion, some compassion, some humor,
and some style – Maya Angelou
It’s been a bumper few months for the
GALA Queer Archive with the launch of
four publications, namely Outros Corpos
Nossos- Other Bodies of Ours, Hopes and
Dreams That Sound Like Yours: Stories of
Queer Activism in Sub-Saharan Africa,
Seeking Sanctuary: Stories of faith,
sexuality and migration, and >>we are
f*****g here!<<. In contemplating the
remarkable contributions contained
within each book, I was struck by the
resonance with Maya Angelou’s life’s
mission, how her words hold true for the
archive and how intrinsic her message is
to the very existence of queer life on the
continent. In these publications you will
find stories told with great passion, deep
compassion, wit and humour and a whole
lot of style!
On 30 September 2021, GALA also hosted
our first in-person event in a long while,
with the launch and exhibition of Outros
Corpos Nossos/Other Bodies of Ours and
Hopes and Dreams held in Melville, JHB. It
felt so wonderful to gather and celebrate
despite the ever-present challenges of
Covid-19.
Outros Corpos Nossos provides us with
a glimpse into queer life in Maputo,
Mozambique in both the narratives
documented by Caio Simões de Araújo
and the images captured by Aghi,
reminding us once again that love, joy,
kinship and community continue to thrive.
Hopes and Dreams is an anthology of
stories that describe how individual queer
activists in Sub-Saharan Africa have come

to be where they are today. The authors
of the stories in Hopes and Dreams depict
their queer African experiences as more
nuanced and diverse than what we’re
used to consuming in the media. Each
story shows how something beautiful
and inspiring has emerged from difficult
backgrounds filled with loss, isolation and
identity-based violence. Whoever you
are, wherever you’re from, whatever your
background, we invite you to find yourself
in these stories, and within queer history
itself.
This first event was followed shortly by
the sex-positive and intimate launch of
>>we are f*****g here!<< at 44 Stanley,
JHB. The publication is the genius creation
of HOLAAfrica! and was published by
iwalewa books. >>we are f*****g here!<<
is an African queer ollection on safer
sex, sexuality and gender, and presents
intimate portraits and assembles a
diversity of voices within the LGBTIQspectrum with contributions ranging
from intimate experiences to the sharing
of knowledge on safe and affirming sex.
It is compiled with care by the activists
and movers of HOLAAfrica! and includes
contributions from Dewy & SJ, Zanta
Nkumane, Kneo Mokgopa, MC Mofokeng,
Siphumeze Khundayi, Tiff Mugo, Genna
Gardini, Bakang Tshegofatso Akoonyatse,
Sonia Audi, Carlo Kui, Amanda Hodgeson,
Janine, Offre “Porsche” Ntlali, Tshegofatso
Senne, Tapiwa, Maneo Mohale, Namikoye
Wanjala, Dykeroad, Akani Shimange and
illustrations by Goldendean. In a time of
growing misogyny, with gender-based
violence as a daily news item, and a
tightening climate of identitarian politics
and a backlash against queer subjectivities
and visibilities in Africa and particularly
in Europe, this anthology is a rush of
fresh air: delivering a sex-positive, queer
approach to an egalitarian politics of

desire and respect.
Finally, last week we co-hosted the
online launch of John Marnell’s, Seeking
Sanctuary which was published by Wits
University Press.
Seeking Sanctuary
presents intimate portraits of fourteen
LGBTIQ migrants, refugees and asylum
seekers living in Johannesburg. As well
as chronicling each narrator’s physical
journey to South Africa, the stories trace
a corresponding movement towards
self-acceptance and pride. They tell of
personal battles to reconcile faith with
identity, often in the face of violent
persecution, and of a relentless search for
safety and belonging. Yet, the stories are
much more than a catalogue of miseries:
as well as detailing painful struggles and
uncertain futures, the narrators celebrate
their resilience and fortitude, revealing
the myriad ways in which LGBTIQ Africans
push back against unjust and unequal
systems.
I’m deeply grateful to all of the contributors
who have entrust their life stories to with
the GALA Queer Archive. After all, GALA
belongs to you.
Keval Harie (Director)

+27117174239
www.gala.co.za
PO Box 31719, Braamfontein, 2017

7th Floor University Corner
corner Jorissen Street and Bertha Street
Braamfontein, Johannesburg
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Archive Spotlight:
Although most of GALA’s collections
are South African-based, and GALA
would never presume to be the
keepers of queer history for the
continent, we do hold a number of
collections and material from outside
of South Africa.
The largest of
these is the collection of the Gays &
Lesbians of Zimbabwe, better known
as GALZ. GALZ is one of the longest
running queer organisations in Africa.
They have done, and continue to do,
extraordinary work in an environment
hostile to queer identities and
sexualities.
GALZ was formed in September 1990
and initially served as an informal
social network for gays and lesbians
in Harare. However, with the growing
awareness of the needs of the gay
community as a whole within the
country, GALZ initiated a programme
of outreach which inevitably led to
the organisation’s “outing”. GALZ was
also one of the first organisations in
Zimbabwe to start HIV/AIDS awareness
campaigns. The organisation came
into the spotlight in 1995 when it
challenged the government ban on
its participation in the Zimbabwe
International Book Fair. Since then
the scope and reach of their work has
grown immensely. Most recently they
have stepped up to provide support
to the queer community amidst the
global Covid-19 pandemic.
The GALZ Collection lives at GALA for
safekeeping. It is somewhat unique
in that it has not been donated to us,
but rather entrusted to us to care for.
The bulk of the material was collected
from Harare by then GALA Archivist
Gabriel Hussain Khan in 2011, and
processed and catalogued fully by
the late Lucia Raadschelders in 2015.
Should circumstances in Zimbabwe
change, all material could be returned.
Material in our collections is often of
a sensitive nature, highly personal as
well as precarious in terms of keeping
identities of those named or featured
safe. For material from countries
where homosexuality is still illegal and
lives are at risk from exposure, we
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Collection

have to be even more careful. For this
reason there are sections within the
GALZ collection that are not available
to researchers (this is true of other
collections as well) and also why GALZ
chose not to participate in our 20192020 digitisation project with GALE.
However, there is much that is available
to researchers, including press

articles, campaign material, publicity,
newsletters, and correspondence
with other queer organisations. GALZ
material is also found in several other
organisational collections held at
GALA, including GLOW, GLO-P/OUT,
Abigale and OLGA/LAGO, showing
their place in queer networking in
Southern Africa.
Linda Chernis (Archives Coordinator)

Letter of support from the newly formed GALZ to GLOW in Johannesburg, 6 May 1991
(GLOW Collection)
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Local newspaper article on GALZ, January 1994
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Let's Talk About

the Anti-Gender Movement

A Dialogue

The following conversation between GALA’s Programmes Coordinator, Genevieve Louw and Acting Director
of The Wits Centre for Diversity Studies, Dr. Haley McEwen, unpacks the recent rise of the pro-family or “antigender” movement globally.
Genevieve Louw (GL): Thank you
so much for having a conversation
with me for the GALA Newsletter
about the anti-gender movement
and rising anti-LGBTIQ legislation
both globally and regionally. To start
off… I thought it would be a good
idea to talk about your research.
You’ve done a lot of research
around the pro-family movement
and the US. Christian Right and its
influence in Africa. Can you tell me
a bit more about that?
Haley McEwen (HM): Sure, and
thanks for inviting me to contribute to this issue of the Newsletter
and for having this conversation…
So yes, I have been conducting
research since 2013 on how and
why US Christian Right organisations have been trying to influence
sexual politics in African countries.
Since I started this investigation, I
have seen an increase in the efforts
of anti-gender or ‘pro-family’ (as
they call themselves) organisations
to really erode and block LGBTIQ
rights, reproductive health rights,
children’s rights and the inclusion
of Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) in African countries over
the past 20 years. These efforts
have only been on the rise.
GL: So scary… But let’s back track a
bit… So, many of our readers might
be introduced to this topic for the
first time, and might not really have
an in-depth understanding of what
the anti-gender movement is, and
how it operates. Can you give a

definition or some background?
What is the anti-gender movement?
HM: Sure, good question! So the
anti-gender movement does not
refer to itself as “anti-gender”, but
rather uses “pro-family”. In calling
itself “pro-family”, they refer to a
particular kind of family that they
argue has been under attack by
queer and feminist movements,
gender studies scholars and international organisations (like International Planned Parenthood Federation and the United Nations). This
family structure that they are trying to ‘defend’ of course, is heterosexual, cisgender, married, resides
in a household together with their
biological offspring. So in calling
itself “pro-family” what this movement is ultimately trying to do is to
protect hetero patriarchy and cisnormativity and the normative status of male dominance and power.
You will also find that groups that
identify as “pro-family” advocate
against a whole lot of issues such
as same-sex marriage, inclusive
school policies that recognise gender diversity, the inclusion of CSE in
schools and the equal recognition
and rights of queer people. These
are the issues that they mobilise
around.
GL: Thank you so much, so… in recent years we have seen a trend
globally where anti-LGBTIQ legislation has become visible in the
media, particularly in Africa, for

example this recent anti-gay bill in
Ghana that has been passed. Often
we think about anti-LGBTIQ legislation as being far more prominent in
many countries on the African continent, but there have been many
more countries across the globe,
in Eastern Europe and the US for
example that have also imposed
legislation that is clearly anti-LGBTIQ rights. Can you speak a little
bit more about what is happening
globally in relation to this recent
rise in anti-LGBTIQ legislation and
law-making?
HM: Well of course we all remember what the Trump administration
did in terms of hollowing out LGBTIQ rights, specifically targeting
transgender adults and young people. It’s going to take a lot of time
and a lot of work for that to be undone actually. Hopefully with this
more progressive administration in
the US., a lot of those really damaging policies that have put into
place can be reversed. However,
this does not stop the social movement that was part of the support
base of Donald Trump, and that still
believes that gender only exists as
Male and Female and anyone who
does not conform to this, has no
legitimate claim to existence let
alone human rights. So, those ideas are still there, and we also see
in Scandinavian countries for example, that have been leading on
gender and SOGIESC inclusive policy frameworks globally, a rise of
‘pro-family’ movements that are
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expresses these anti-gender opinions and agrees with the pro-family agenda, and says that it is their
right to do so, because of freedom
of speech and freedom of expression? How does one respond to
that?

An anti-comprehensive sexuality education banner put up in Johannesburg in 2019 by
the Cape Town- based Family Policy Institute.

against gender studies because it is
“an attack on the family”. For example in Sweden, there is a right-wing
nationalist party called the Swedish Democrats that is promoting
‘pro-family’, or anti-gender ideology. In Eastern Europe, anti-gender ideology is part of institutional
power structures, so there are people with power in government who
believe in this ‘pro-family’ ideology,
claiming that compulsory heterosexuality and marriage promote
economic development and will
mitigate the need to accept migrant
workers. These ideas have become
part of development and economic
policy objectives in these countries
that have anti-LGBTIQ legislation.
We have also seen in Poland for example, the creation of LGBTIQ exclusion zones and all sorts of new
radical policy initiatives that link
homophobia and transphobia with
national imperatives.
GL: So… given the fact that gender
fluidity and SOGIESC education and
advocacy for LGBTIQ rights globally,
have become far more visible in recent years, how can we – as queer
civil society counter and respond
to anti-gender initiatives and campaigns? How can we address this

in our work, given the fact that our
visibility also creates backlash from
the ‘pro-family’ movement?
HM: Well I think the first thing that
we need to do is educate ourselves
around this movement and really
come face-to-face with the ideas
that they are promoting. We need
to become familiar with the kinds
of arguments that they make, to
understand the emotions that they
are tapping into, that create moral
panic around LGBTIQ rights. They
do this by saying for example, that
CSE in schools will sexualise children and that it “promotes homosexuality”. There are many more arguments that they use to advocate
against homosexuality and LGBTIQ
rights, particularly on the African
continent, most commonly that
homosexuality is a form of cultural
imperialism by the West. We need
to educate ourselves around these
movements in relation to how they
operate and what strategies they
are using, the government structures they are accessing etc. If we
don’t understand that, then we are
not going to be prepared to effectively respond.
GL: So in closing… what if someone

HM: You can say well yes… there is
such a thing as freedom of speech,
and there is also a national imperative, particularly in SA, to create a
society that is non-sexist, non-racist etc. that recognises the equality
and dignity of all people. Freedom
of speech can therefore not be
used to override those fundamental rights in the South African constitution. I would also say that this
exact argument that LGBTIQ rights
or the inclusion of gender and sexuality diversity within legislation
and school curricula etc. is a violation of freedom of expression, is
a tactic that has been used by US.
Christian Right organisations to
position those in historically dominant positions (white people, men,
heterosexuals), as victims of groups
that are seeking equal rights and
recognition. This kind of narrative
erases the actual experiences of
violence, discrimination, prejudice
and other forms of oppression that
historically marginalised groups
have experienced, and that needs
to be urgently addressed through
advocacy, policy and legislation.
GL: Thank you so much for sharing this very important knowledge
with us.
HM: It’s a pleasure, thank you for
inviting me to participate in the
conversation.
Read more:
McEwen, H. (2020). Un/knowing
and un/doing gender and sexuality diversity: Anti-gender attacks on
SOGIE rights and academic freedom. Oslo: SAIH.
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The LGBTIQ injustices in Ghana
are a human rights violation
Over the last few months, we have witnessed numerous violations against LGBTIQ people in Africa. In South
Africa, reports of hate crimes against LGBTIQ people continue to plague the queer community. LGBTIQ people living in Block 13 of the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya are in constant danger as they are violently, and
fatally, targeted by homophobic residents of the camp. In this article, GALA’s intern, Wenzile Thwala breaks
down the events leading up to the anti-LGBTIQ bill currently being debated in Ghana.
We are in the year 2021 – a year
that has flown by and is nearing its
end – and despite what feels like
strides made in countries across
the continent in recent years, many
African countries still criminalise
homosexuality. According to a 2020
global review by the International
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans,
and Intersex Association (ILGA)
almost half of the countries that
criminalise homosexuality globally
are in Africa. The recent events in
Ghana have highlighted how many
countries in Africa are still stuck
in time and deeply attached to
outdated colonial laws that outlaw
homosexuality.
On the 20th of May 2021, a group
of 21 LGBTIQ activists were unlawfully detained at a hotel in Ho Municipal District in Ghana. The 16
women and 5 men were charged
with illegal assembly as they attended a training and discussion
event on the state of human rights
for the LGBTIQ community in the
country. Interestingly, the activists
were arrested even though there
are no legal restrictions on the
gathering and discussion of the
improvement of LGBTIQ persons
quality of life. The individuals were
detained under anti-homosexuality laws, unlawful assembly, and
promoting LGBTIQ agendas. Their
bail applications were deferred and
then denied by the presiding judge,
Justice Felix Datsomor, and the Ho
City Court. The decision sparked

outrage on social media platforms
resulting in the viral hashtags
#FreeThe21, #ReleaseThe21, and
various others in support of the LGBTIQ activists. The bail application
was later accepted and the activists
were finally released on bail on 11
June 2021 after spending 22 days
in detention.
Earlier in February, police shut
down the Accra office of the group
LGBTIQ Ghana following pressure
from politicians and religious
groups. Various news outlets such
as BBC News earlier in the year
quoted Ghana’s president, Nana
Akufo-Addo, who has been widely
reported for his public stance
against same-sex marriages and
homosexuality.
In Ghana, where over 70% of the
population identifies as Christian,
there is widespread support for the
criminalisation of homosexuality.
In a 2014 research group poll on
Afrobarometer it was also revealed
that 90% of the country’s population
support a law that criminalises
homosexual
relationships.
In
Ghana, religion plays a huge role
in decision-making when it comes
to the law, policymaking and public
opinion on LGBTIQ communities.
In 2016/2017 Human Rights
Watch interviewed 114 Ghanaians
who identify as LGBTIQ, and the
resulting report demonstrated how
many have experienced physical,

sexual, and emotional violence
from mobs, police, and family
members.
In recent developments, Ghana
is proposing an anti-LGBTIQ
bill that will criminalise being a
part of the LGBTIQ community,
severely curtailing the rights of its
members. The anti-LGBTIQ law
contravenes the parliament’s duty
and responsibility to protect the
rights of its citizens. The bill which,
drafted this year, is labelled as
the “Promotion of Proper Human
Sexual Rights and Ghanaian Family
Values, 2021”. The document states
that the concept of the family value
system for “Ghanaians has always
been a unit of society initiated by
marriage between a man and a
woman, each of whose gender is
assigned at birth”. The existence
of the LGBTIQ community is said
to be a threat to the concept of
family. This means that any samesex consensual relationship or
individual who doesn’t fit into the
heterosexual and government
gender norm standards can be
prosecuted and sentenced for up to
ten years. This in summary means
any acts or identities that do not fit
into the binary categories of male
and female, if found, will receive
negative legal consequences.
This ‘family value system’ reinforces
certain (perceived) Christian family
values, showing again how religion
has a stronghold in the country.
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However, what is still puzzling to
me is whether there’s an actual
correlation between the existence
of LGBTIQ individuals and the
degradation of the heterosexual
family unit. Furthermore, from
my point of view, the bill is not in
alignment with the core Christian
values that the country purports,
as it promotes and advocates
suppression and violence towards
a minority group. According to
Colossians 3:14, the overall core
value is ‘Love’, the verse itself
states “love is more important
than anything else, it is what ties
everything completely together”.
It is quite evident that the
parliament in the country uses
public opinion to tweak and alter
its constitution. Use of public
opinion is not inherently bad, it is
often used to improve the human
rights of its citizens, which is why
advocacy and activism are so
important in how democracy is
enacted. If you look at Ghana’s
constitution directly, Section 12
and section 15 stipulate the rights
to fundamental human rights and
freedom, and that everyone is equal
before the law. The section/article
continues to highlight that citizens
are subject to respect the beliefs
of other people, however, the
beliefs of the LGBTIQ community
are not respected? How does a
bill like this reflect these values
mentioned in the constitution?
In light of recent events, this bill
looks as if it is being fueled by
emotion and seems retaliatory in
its creation. Any sound law should
not be fueled by emotion and the
opinions of the public but rather on
the fundamental basics of human
rights.
The bill also infringes on freedom
of speech and serves to restrict and

silence social mediacommunication that is in opposition to this bill.
Publications from media outlets or
companies that support the LGBTIQ
community are also at risk of being
prosecuted. According to the bill,
partaking in mandated “conversion
therapy” could result in lighter sentencing or punishment if the LGBTIQ individual seeks “treatment”.
The bill is essentially state-sponsored violence and discrimination
on the bodies of sexual and gender-diverse minorities, meaning
any LGBTIQ person can be arrested
for purely existing. Furthermore allies of the community that advocate
for our rights and freedoms would
essentially be silenced for fear of
detainment, and any expression of
an opinion outside of the heterosexual norm or traditional binary

7

family values could result in arrest.
It is honestly horrifying to me that
one’s mere existence could be
seen as a threat. How are LGBTIQ
individuals hurting anyone by
merely existing? What trauma or
harm are they inflicting on anyone?
There are far more atrocious things
happening in Ghana and the rest of
the world during this pandemic, the
vilifying of the LGBTIQ community
does nothing for the greater good.
I am exhausted by the rhetoric that
queer people merely trying to exist
will make or influence everyone to
be LGBTIQ. It is not a disease, but to
this day people seem to view being
LGBTIQ as something contagious.
Wenzile Thwala (GALA Intern)
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Cameron & Kirby
Friends of the archive:
a retrospective look
GALA’s Australian volunteer, Lucinda O’Connor, uncovers an international friendship between South African
Judge Edwin Cameron and Australian Judge Michael Kirby. In the following article, Lucinda shares the parallels between the two judges’ careers and lives.
I have been fortunate enough to
continue remotely volunteering
with GALA since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. It has
been through countless emails,
Whatsapp messages, and Zoom
meetings that we have been able
to maintain a relationship. I feel
so lucky to have been able to first
meet everyone and continue a
virtual relationship despite being
in Australia. This in particular is
something that had been on my
mind when I began doing research
into
cross-cultural
relations
between South Africa and Australia
and how we build workplace
relationships and maintain them.
The feeling of isolation in a
pandemic, egregiously amplified
with the impact to work and study,
can leave a feeling of perpetual
uneasiness, like an unmoored
ship. How do we steady ourselves
in these scenarios? In these
moments of stagnancy, especially,
in a pandemic that has drastically
cut people off from earning a living
wage, concerns over inertia can
feel indulgent. But how do we stave
off these feelings? What I am trying
to express is not so much about
work or study, but about those
relationships you build within that
space. The meaningful connections,
how they come to be and how they
develop. This is the line of enquiry
I have adopted in researching
the
professional
relationship

and friendship between South
African Judge Edwin Cameron and
Australian Judge Michael Kirby.
What started as research for
posters, pins, photographs of
Pride marches, anti-Apartheid
paraphernalia
circulating
in
Australia
later
provided
a
connection with South Africa and
led to a wonderful friendship and
working relationship between two
prominent justices. What I’ve found
fascinating in looking through
some of their correspondence in
the GALA archive is how significant
a role mentors and colleagues play
in our lives, offering a professional
infrastructure of sorts to support
us and guide us because without
colleagues and mentors how do
we navigate workplaces, or spaces
that aren’t always intuitive, and
where interactions don’t flow – in a
post-Covid-19 world – as naturally
as they once would have?
The pandemic has impacted all our
relationships– romantic, familial,
friendships – but what about our
professional relationships, our
mentorships that blossom into
meaningful connections? How are
they cultivated? Did we realise
their importance to begin with?
One feels isolated in not knowing
where their personal support
network comes from, but another
consideration is the support we

get from our colleagues and peers.
These are some of the questions
I have been considering as my
research into Kirby and Cameron
continues.
Are these relationships the
proverbial
bridge
between
cultures that allowed for a highway
exchange of information, support
and even humour? These are
the questions drove the research
initially into Edwin Cameron’s life
and career and the relationships
that orbited his professional career.
To provide some context, Michael
Kirby was appointed Justice of the
High Court of Australia in 1996,
where he earned the moniker,
the “Great Dissenter” for his
higher dissent rate than his more
conservative High Court colleagues.
He is a dedicated LGBTIQ rights and
universal human rights advocate,
and like Justice Cameron both have
are well-respected judicial figures,
both are ardent seekers humans
rights and vocal advocates during
the HIV/AIDs epidemic, and both
are openly gay men.
What might seem like an arbitrary
confluence of great legal minds
also appears to be one of inevitable
friendship. How we find individuals
in the space around us – whether
that be work space, study space
or in our community, to arm us
with a support network. Maybe
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Australian Judge Michael Kirby and South African Judge Edwin Cameron
regarding the things which have
been overlooked in this pandemic
is how our work support structures
have been hit.
Something I’ve found particularly
engaging with both Justices Cameron and Kirby, is their generosity
with each other, separately in their
writings they speak gushingly of
the other and their accomplishments. In his memoir, Witness to
AIDS, Cameron spoke of how Kirby
was a welcome companion on what
the latter called ‘caravans’ through
India in the later 1990s where they
were participating in judicial workshops relating to the HIV/AIDS epi
demic. The work was difficult and
the journeys long but they seemed
to be great supports to each other
during this time.
In researching Cameron and Kirby,
it appears that writing and speaking is something they both have a
particular affinity with. Justice Kirby has identified clarity of language
as one of the cornerstones of his
work, and this is perhaps one of
the reasons he’s so prolific – he’s
very good at it. He is able to set
the scene well and not get bogged
down with professional language.

There is a sense that he is reading
the words to you. The silver tongue
is something that can also be attributed to Cameron, in his own
writing and public speaking he has
a clear and purposeful prose and
conviction, something of a necessary occupational hazard perhaps.
They possess an indelible quality
which both puts their audience at
ease and keeps them engaged. The
way Kirby writes, he sets the scene,
like a screenplay. Much like how
Cameron makes his audience feel
welcome, Kirby makes them see
what’s around them.
In reaching Cameron so far, going
through interviews, lectures and
writings, something I’ve noticed is
his continual generosity with his
audience in provided a lecture to
a group of young law students at
the University of Johannesburg,
Cameron encourages people to
speak up, to not be shy to laugh
or answer one of his questions.
When faced with a question from
a man heralded as a bastion of
human rights one might tread
timidly, but Cameron attempts to
remove the film of inaccessibility.
The serious sheen that we so often
attribute to being a defining poise

in our professional persona, but
Cameron attempts to break down
these walls. While he is speaking
of serious subjects and applying
appropriate brevity to them he
is also a human being seeking
connection with the audience, we
all want to learn, to laugh, and
to be taken seriously at the same
time. This building of rapport can
also be interpreted as building a
relationship, creating a support
network where people listen and
are heard. The way we relate with
colleagues, with peers and our
communities it has become clear
this is an area that can be so crucial
in feeling valued and seen and our
peers and mentors can act as a
safety net in these spaces to foster
both personal and professional
development. Creating these safe
spaces through building bonds and
cultivating meaningful workplace
relationships are some of the ideas
I’m currently fleshing out with this
research, and utilising Cameron
and Kirby has allowed for greater
insight into how rich and longlasting they can be.
Lucinda O’Connor
(GALA Volunteer)
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Kehinde Bademosi

The following are abridged extracts
from an oral history interview with
Kehinde. He was in Venice, Italy, and he
was interviewed by Karin Tan (GALA)
on Zoom on the 14th of September
2021.
Pronouns: He/him
Kehinde Bademosi is a Nigerian born,
Italian - based storytelling strategist.
He was the Executive Creative Director at FCB Ad Agency, the founder of
the creative brand school, Orange
Academy, and developed a storytelling-based framework at John Hopkins University to talk to minority
groups about their health. He is now
a highly sought-after independent
consultant, and still teaches storytelling, personal branding, and advertising strategy at the Orange Academy.
Kehinde is one of the founders of
Pride Afrique.
What is currently on your playlist?
Kehinde: Yeah, I am a Whitney fan.
I Want to Dance with Somebody is
what I still played this morning. And
then I have Rihanna. I don’t know
why people like Beyonće. I believe
Rihanna is the real deal. She actually
has more money than Beyonće. And
she sells more albums. That is the
honest truth. You can go check!
And nowadays I am listening to some
Italian singers. That is what my playlist looks like.
If your house was burning, what two
things would you save?
Two things are my books and my
underwear. I love underwear. I
have an underwear fetish. When
we travel, my husband is always

watching out that I don’t spend
all my money on underwear. I love
pants. To be transparent, I don’t like
jockstraps. I don’t wear jockstraps,
in case some of your readers and
listeners are imagining. I just like
basic underwear. Some of them I
have here with me now, they have
been with me for ten years. Which
is crazy.
Yeah, and the books, any time I travel
[I take my books]. When I moved
from Nigeria to America, the most
important things in my bag were
my books. They are usually nonfiction. They are books on branding,
strategy, storytelling. When I was in
America it was the same thing, I had
to pay shipping to get my books.
What profession did you want to go
into when you were a child?
I’d always wanted to be an investigator. Like, somebody who was an
FBI [agent] kind of thing. I did not
know what it was called. But I would
always be very nosy to know who
committed a crime, why did they
do the crime, all of that. So when I
grew up and was watching films I realised that is what they call the FBI in
America. And I was like, I would have
been a very good FBI [agent].
What is your perfect day? Please include a meal.
My meal is changing drastically because in Italy, they are very good
with food. So my mother-in-law is
from Sicily. Sicilians are the best
cooks in the world. Don’t even argue with that. So at the moment I
am beginning to love minestrone.
And then lasagna, lasagna is just
amazing. Anything from Sicily is my

favorite. But Nigerian – I am still in
love with Nigerian pepper – any food
that has pepper in it, if you give me
food and I am not sweating from my
eyes and from my nose, it is not nice.
Fortunately for me, my husband is
from Sicily where they also love a lot
of spicy food. So we are just perfect
like that.
My perfect day is waking up - I
usually wake up at five thirty in
the morning to write for various
clients. I stop in the middle of the
day, like, twelve, to see if I can get
a breakfast or something and I
continue again. I think I could be a
workaholic. But I enjoy it. So I work
until twelve and then I go for a walk.
I do a long-distance track. And then
I come back, I try to read through
one or two books. Just go through
some stuff. I am still going through
my Italian classes. And then I have
meetings that never end, on Zoom.
And then I get back to work again. By
six or seven, around this time, I try
to stop doing anything work-related
to be fully present with my partner.
Because that is when he comes back
from work. And then we could go
out for dinner, watch Netflix. We
could meet other friends. Italians
are very communal. Everybody is
everybody’s family. We host dinner
every other night. You just get tired
of food. There is a lot of – like,
tonight somebody might just say,
“Hey! You need to come for dinner”
and you see everybody bringing
food over there. It is like a party that
never stops.
To get to know more about Kehinde,
visit his website.
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Kehinde and Pride Afrique
Pride Afrique is an annual, virtual
Pride event celebrating and uplifting
LGBTQI+ persons and groups across
the African continent and in the diaspora.
Could you give me some background
on Pride Afrique? How and why did
you start it?
Pride Afrique was a child of the pandemic. In 2020, when everyone was
kind of holed up in their houses, I
was like, this is the perfect opportunity to have pride for a pan-Afri
can[audience] since everyone was
Zooming. We used to have the excuse that we couldn’t do pride in
Africa (apart from South Africa and
other pockets), but what if we give
the opportunity to all the people to
experience pride virtually? As I was
thinking that, I realised there were
so many people who were planning
virtual prides. So I started connecting with people who were already
planning this. I remember it was May
2020, I sent a Facebook message to
David Ikpo, and Kevin Mwachiro,
Miss saHHara, a few other people.
I have always been passionate about
young people who are in a family
trying to find their voice. Who are
going through what I went through
and didn’t know who to talk to. People who cannot speak out, but they
are listening, they are watching, they
are reading, and that is where they
find, “Oh, I am not alone, oh! There
are people like me.” So that was the
whole motivation. Like, could we put
up a storytelling event where people
can know that, “I am not the only
trans person in Africa. I am not the
only non-binary person, I am not the
only gay person, I am not the only
lesbian person”.
So yeah, everybody was like, “Let’s
do it! What do we call it?” I was like,
maybe we should look for something
unique, that was maybe French
speaking? Maybe that will give us
a difference from other prides. So
we came up with “Afrique”, and
everybody was like, “Let’s use Pride

Afrique”. And David gave us a Kente
design. That is it. Everything fell
into place. We created a Google
document. We invited about 150
people who contributed to this
document. It became a sort of
open-source project. That is why
it is hard for me to own the credit
for Pride Afrique. [There were] so
many people, abroad, at home,
everywhere. So that document
became a living document that we
used to shape the events of how
Pride Afrique will run. Until today it
is still a living document.
It sounds like a really collaborative
process.
I have always believed in open-source
kind of things, of democratising
events. It is much more difficult to
organise. You cannot just wake up
and decide this is what you want to
do. It is the community. There were
people that were insulting, there
were people coming to meetings
wanting to tear you down, it is
part of what you should expect. It
happens. I was always remembering
the goal of why we set this up.
There was the issue of language.
The French would say, “we were not
informed”, the Portuguese would
say, “but what about us.” The Arab
speaking would say, “But there is no
Arab on the event”. We were really
stuck and like, how are we going to
do this? And there was the issue of
gender identity where people would
say, “where are the trans voices?
Where are the non-binary voices?
And I was like, “how did I get myself
into this?”
There are times you want to run
away, like you just don’t want to do
it. But you remember the reason
why you are doing this together.
You remember that this is not
about those who are watching Pride
Afrique now, this is about the people
that will see it in 2070, in 2080,
and they say, “Oh my god, we have
ancestors. We actually have people
who lived before us.” So that is what
kept us moving.

What would you like to see of Pride
Afrique in 5 years time?
I would like Pride Afrique to not lose
touch with the storytelling element.
I believe in the power of ‘storytelling
justice’. That is what I call it. ‘Storytelling justice’ means people telling
their stories the way they want it to
be told, not the way others want it
to be framed. [Not] stories told by
others to please their editors and
funders, but stories are told from
people’s perspective because they
are not coerced to tell their stories,
it is their story. I call this ‘storytelling justice’. I would like to see a future where Pride Afrique continues
to elevate voices in the community
so that we can hear stories that we
have not done justice to. Stories of
trans women from Africa, stories of
non-binaries coming from African
perspectives, coming from who they
are without trying to silence them,
without trying to edit them to fit our
stereotypes. I would say that I would
[like to] see more mono events in
the future where Pride Afrique will
be a series of stories. I see it is going to become a little bit more personalised so that people can find
their voices depending on who they
are. Some people see Pride Afrique
physicalised in the future, where
all of us travel once a year to have
this big event. Oh, I would say amen
to that! But I don’t want us to lose
touch with the young people who
live somewhere in a poorer state
who could never fly, but they have
a phone. And their phone has data.
And this data is not a lot, so we can
put a byte of story into that data and
it can just be a part of pride. For me,
that is Pride Afrique.
Follow Pride Afrique on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram to keep up with
next year’s pride events.
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Pamina Sebastiao

The following are abridged extracts
from an oral history interview with
Pamina Sebastião. They were in
Luanda, Angola, and Karin Tan (GALA)
interviewed them on Zoom on the 10th
of September 2021.
Pronouns: They/Them
Pamina Sebastião is an Angolan
artivist based in Luanda. Although
having studied law in university and
worked various 9-5 jobs, they have
been able to reject the capitalist
system by restructuring their career
so as prioritise life over work. They
were a member of the feminist
collective Ondjango Feminista and
are one of the founders of Arquivo
de Identidade Angolano.
What is currently on your playlist?
Just today I was listening Clöe – Have
Mercy and the new song of Moses
Sumney (Can’t Believe It). Today I
woke up and started hearing Adele,
One and Only. I don’t know why,
I was feeling nostalgic. That song
always makes me (sniffs) cry. There
are two songs when I am feeling
nostalgic, My Morning Jacket, Touch
me... The other one is by Sons of
Kemet, I don’t think they are very
political, but this one, Your Queen is
a Reptile, it is saying that the whole
British system is colonial - they are
like, the best jazz band I have ever
seen. The one that I always go back
to, when I need something feminist,
is Franscisco, el Hombre, Triste,
Louca ou Má.
One of my friends who is also from
Ondjango Feminista is is an Angolanmore bossa nova, musician. Aline
Frazão – Sumaúma. And this is

almost like a music dedicated to all
the feminist sisters. And we are here!
Yes! (referring to people featured in
the YouTube video). I love dancing
by the way.
When I need to dance, I just put on
Mayra Andrade (Tan Kalakatan).
If your house was burning, and you
could only take one thing with you,
what would you take?
That is a horrible question for me!
Oh wait. Books! I would take books.
I would take, All About Love by bell
hooks. Contrasexual Manifesto, by
Paul B. Preciado.
I mean, the paintings also, but
mainly books. I’m very sorry for the
plants, I wouldn’t be able to take all
of them but there are too many.
Oh! Frantz Fanon, Black Skin, White
Mask that I bought in a small shop. I
would take books that have a history
because of how hard it was to find,
because there are no libraries, book
stores that sell these kinds of books
here.
Oh! Queer African Reader, my book! I
have this balayo (handmade basket),
this is my balayo of queerness. All
my queer books. This one (holds
up Queer African Reader) I think
before going to Ethiopia I posted
that I wanted this as my Christmas
present. My cousin bought it for
me online. It took forever to get to
Portugal, and then he sent it to me
in Ethiopia. It didn’t get through
because I think they saw ‘queer’ and
were like, hmmm. I thought it got
lost. I went back to Angola, the book
went back to Portugal, and then he
[my cousin]sent it back to Angola.
When you were a child, what
profession or job did you want to do?

Oh, not when I was a child, but I
was always very passionate about
psychology and sociology. That is
actually what I wanted to do. But the
university was having a strike and I
was like, urgh, I’ll go into law.
Can you describe your favorite meal?
Or describe your best day?
Oh! Muamba. Muamba is like,
chicken with peanuts, or you call it
pap? We call it funge. It is similar.
That is the best.
What I love in a great day. I love
cooking and throwing dinners, but in
Luanda, you have these restaurants
- when I try to explain this to friends
that live outside of Angola, they
don’t know what it means. We call
it quintal. Quintal is like a backyard.
Some people will make the backyard
a small restaurant. It is not quite a
restaurant, but it is not like these
small old kabanas they have no
hygiene. It is between those two
things. You have the backyard, you
have a plastic table and chairs. You
put like, five or six, and that is a
restaurant. And then you cook. It is
very accessible in price, and I love it.
They always have main food which
is like pap with different things. You
have rice, but mainly people go there
to eat pap. It is cheap, it is accessible.
We have one in Maculusso where
we always go. This is a good day for
me, going to the beach. Reading a
little bit. Going to eat my pap. And
then ending the night watching
something or having a beer and
having great conversation. And then
waking up at five in the morning
and sleeping at someone’s house
because I was too drunk to drive.
That is a great day.
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Pamina Sebastiao

Over the last year, Pamina has contribute to several of GALA’s projects. Listen to episode 7 of Talking Queer/Papo Estranho,
hosted by Caio Araújo, where they speak about activism in Luanda and their artistic work, Só Belo Mesmo. Read the Portuguese and English transcript of that interview here.
Pamina also shared their journey as an activist in the anthology, Hopes and Dreams that Sound Like Yours - Stories of Queer
Activism in Sub-Saharan Africa. You can read the anthology here.
Finally, they also contributed to the recently released publication of photographs, Outros Corpos Nossos- Other Bodies of
Ours with a written response to the photo series. Read about the publication here.

Me falaram- Uma crítica ao que me foi inscrito no corpo
(They told me - A criticism of what was inscribed on my body)
by Pamina Sebastião | Photos by Massalo Araújo

Só Belo Mesmo. (Just Beautiful,
Really) focuses on Pamina’s process
of sexual and gender dissidence.
Using multiple mediums for this
purpose (writings, photo essays,
collages, videos, illustrations etc.) to
talk about a body. They consider the
body as a tool, a means of inscription
that
feeds
racist,
capitalist,
patriarchal, cis-hetero structures.
This work focusses on the critique
of coloniality, power, and the way it
presents itself today in the context
of Pamina’s experience, as a body,
fed as an artifact, inscribed and
produced over time.

“So basically I am critiquing the body as a tool that feeds this power structure. I think Anibal Quinjano said it in the best way,
it is in the body that people inserted the idea of gender, the structural power of the idea of gender. It is in the body where
the idea of tonalities – like skin tones – was inserted. It is in the body where you insert the idea of classism in the sense of
who’s poor and who’s rich. Because the body informs that in its presentation. It is in the body that all of these messed up
things, concepts created by the power structure, happens. My idea is to deconstruct the body, but also creating new ways
of imagining a body that is not yet here.”
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On Thursday the 31st of September,
GALA and friends (Taboom Media,
Governing Intimacies, Rosa Luxemburg
Stiftung) held a book launch for Outros
Corpos Nossos - Other Bodies of Ours
and Hopes and Dreams that Sound
Like Yours - Stories of Queer Activism
in Sub-Saharan Africa. Two authors
featured in Hopes and Dreams (Dzoe
Ahmad and Bulelani Mzila) addressed
the guests about their contributions
and the House of Ganoosh treated
everyone to an amazing performance.
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In order to maintain Covid-19 precautions, attendance to the launch was capped, but both publications are available at
GALA. Feel free to contact us, or visit our website to access free digital PDFs of the publication.
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Q: Hey MaNobantu, if you could
go on holiday anywhere in the
world, where would you want to
go?

I could seriously say that is one of
my biggest travel goals. I would die
a very happy person if I one could
visit Mauritius!

This is one country that is pulling
me with magnetic force.

Mauritius seemed perfect from all
the things I have heard and read
about it. Naturally, I will be excited
about this trip.

A tropical island with glorious white
sandy beaches, an abundance of
wildlife, exquisite restaurants and
some of the most luxurious hotels
in the world, need I say anymore?
The tiny nation of Mauritius, based
in the Indian Ocean, boasts some
incredible landscapes and cultural
experiences.
I don’t think it would be possible to
get bored of exploring the coast in
Mauritius.
I love exploring so much. I feel
the diversity of the beaches alone
would keep me entertained. Every
day in Mauritius will be a beach
day, when my skin is salty and my
hair is crimped. I love that feeling.
I dream of images of me relaxing
on sun loungers.

Donate to GALA
The GALA Archive is a living archive. This
means that we never stop collecting.
Do you have documents, posters, flyers,
photographs, t-shirts or other items you
would like to donate? Do you want your
story, or that of your organisation, recorded and/or preserved? Your stories and
contributions are important. Help us document the present in order to preserve
the past.
Your contribution matters.
Please contact our Archive Coordinatior,
Linda Chernis: linda.chernis@wits.ac.za
Donations of books with queer content
are welcome additions to the
Cooper-Sparks Library that is housed at
the GALA offices.
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The view of the entire Mauritian Island is breathtaking. It’s literally a
paradise on Earth!
I would have loved to be there during the December Holiday,
Nobantu Nqolobe
(Administration Officer)

GALA is a non-profit organisation that relies solely on donor funding. Any and all
donations are welcome.
You can donate to:
Bank name: Investec
Account name: Gay and Lesbian Memory
in Action Trust
Account number: 100 1183 4713
Branch name and code: 580105
Type of account: Current
Swift code: iveszajjxxx
or via snapscan:
*Please note that GALA
is a registered non-profit trust with S18A status,
meaning that neither you
nor GALA pays donations
tax, and that donations
are deductible from your
taxable income.

