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A Word from the Director
We are a community in pain. We are a
community in grief. The crisis of hate
killings, particularly targeted at members
of our community, persist. Andile Ntuthela
Lulu, Bonang Gaelae, Lindokuhle Mapu,
Khulekani Gomazi, Lucky Mosthabi,
Lonwabo Jack, Phelokazi Mqathana,
Nonhlanhla Kunene, Nathaniel Spokgoane
Mbele, Sphamandla Khoza, Lulama
Mvandaba, Motse Moeketsi, Masixole
Level, Anele Bhengu and Sheila Lebelo.
We can only expect that each of them
were filled with hopes and dreams of
being loved, of being successful, of making
a difference in the world. They have all
been robbed of these hopes and dreams
because of hatred, fear and ignorance.
The persisting impact of the Covid-19
pandemic has further exacerbated community efforts to hold space, to collectively
grieve and mobilise in fighting against
injustice and hatred.
There has been numerous actions and
interventions over the past few months
initiated by various organisations, individuals and community groups seeking
accountability for the senseless murders of
LGBTIQ+ people. Over these months GALA
provided support to the national efforts
under the campaign #JusticeforQueerSA.
The campaign sought to coordinate efforts
amongst organisations within the LGBTIQ+

sector in pushing for accountability within
state institutions such as the Department
of Justice and Constitutional Development, the South African Polices Services
and the National Prosecuting Authority.
This was particularly important when
considering the monumental failures of
the criminal justice system in tackling the
scourge of hate crimes. There have also
been renewed efforts in demanding the
passing of the Hate Crimes Bill as an important step in protecting members of our
community from the violence that stems
from homophobia and transphobia.

Numerous vigils and prayer meetings
were held to offer comfort and solace. On
26 May 2021, members of our community
in Johannesburg came together at
Constitution Hill to mourn the loss of our
loved ones. We came together to grieve,
pray, sing and pay tribute to our fallen
queer kin. As painful as this experience
was, it was heartening to see the number
of young people who remain defiant and
resilient in their hopes for a future South
Africa in which they no longer have to
live in fear and can grow to their fullest
potential. It was also encouraging to hear
messages of solidarity from religious
leaders of all faiths and denominations.
One of the most powerful address of
the evening came from Dutch Reformed
Church cleric, politician and anti-apartheid
activist, Prof. Allan Boesak, who called on
the clergy to “unmute” themselves when
it came to the pain of South Africa’s queer
people.
I would like to share Prof. Boesak’s
message as it is addressed to all of us who
are in pain and grief:
“Please stay strong in this seemingly
never-ending battle, knowing that the
God of radical, indivisible love, radical,
indivisible justice, radical, indivisible
solidarity, and radical, indivisible inclusivity has already embraced you all.
If one does not know this, wearing the
collar does not mean anything..”
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What is the role of the archive in these
moments of such deep loss and anguish?
The archive is a painful reminder that our
fight for equality and justice is not new and
must continue. The archive reminds us
of that now, more than ever. The archive
reminds us that in fighting for justice, we
should never forget the names of the
fallen. The archive reminds us that we are
so much more than the string of alphabet
letters that are ascribed to us. The archive
reminds us that none of us are free until
we’re all free.
Keval Harie
(Director)

A recorded message from Prof. Allan Boesak
at a vigil held at Constitution Hill,
Johannesburg May 2021
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#JusticeForQueerSA

No cause for celebration vigil

On the 23rd of May 2021, a small group of LGBTIQ+ people based in JHB came together at Constitution Hill for
an evening dedicated to grieving those whose lives we have lost due to hate crimes. The group was addressed
by representatives from different Johannesburg-based, LGBTIQ+ organisations, students from WITS University and recorded messages from religious and spiritual leaders were played. This was followed by singing,
dancing and placing candles in front of images of those lost. Photos by Karin Tan, GALA Queer Archive.
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Alongside the pride, trans, intersex
and bi flags, a large banner reading “No Cause for Celebration” was
hung as a focal point in the quad
of the Women’s Jail at Constitution
Hill. The banner is a artifact from a
protest that had taken place at the
2012 Joburg Pride Parade, organised
by the One in Nine Campaign. The
protest was a response to violent
hate crimes against LGBTIQ+ people and drew attention to the lived
experiences of many LGBTIQ+ peo-

ple from marginalised backgrounds,
particularly black, lesbian women
living in townships, contrasting the
celebratory atomsphere of the Pride
parade.
The #JusticeForQueerSA campaign
came about as the world commomerated the International Day Against
Homophobia, Biphobia, Intersexism
and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT). The
appearance of the banner at the vigil
was an uncomfortable, but neces-

The One in Nine Campaign’s protest at the 2012 Johannesburg Pride
Parade where the “No Cause for Celebration” banner first appeared.
Photo by Heather Mason
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sary reminder that the fight against
hatred and discrimination is not new.
Discrimination and violence is an
ongoing and deep-seated problem
in South African communities. The
banner’s presence in 2021 is symbolic of how far we still need to go
in South Africa to achieve safety and
freedom for all. The banner cannot
be retired to the archive yet. There is
still too much work to be done.
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Documenting and
Archiving
Queer Movements:

EPOC

GALA’s Archives Coordinator profiles a new organisational collection for
the Ekurhuleni Pride Organising Committee (EPOC)

EPOC stands for the Ekurhuleni
Pride Organising Committee. They
are a non-profit organisation based
in Kwa-Thema. EPOC was founded
in 2009 and registered in 2011. In
addition to organising the annual
Ekurhuleni Pride, EPOC also promotes the rights of the LGBTIQ+
community in and around Ekurhuleni and participate in governmental structures that aim to advance
LGBTIQ+ rights and wellbeing. EPOC
engages with their community
through advocacy work, dialogues,
seminars, workshops, education and
sensitisation, and social activities, as
well as informing the LGBTIQ+ com-

to engage more with them for some
time. We were contacted by Ntsupi
earlier this year about a documentary they are working on. The Queer
Movement is a documentary about
the history and pride of activists in
Ekurhuleni. These activists, some
whom have passed and some who
are still alive, have been visible as far
back as the early 1980s. The project
seeks to give recognition to these
pioneer activists, and pay tribute to
those who have lost their lives. The
Queer Movement is in the final editing stages and we will share more information with the GALA community
once it is released.

munity about the prevention and
treatment of TB, STIs and HIV/AIDS.
They do an amazing amount with
few resources and are led by two incredible activists – Ntsupi Mohapi,
EPOC Director, and her wife Bontle.

It is so important that organisations
like EPOC tell their own stories, and
capture their histories. We are so
pleased to be in touch with Ntsupi and Bontle, who have agreed to
share their interviews with the archive. Now we need to interview
them to capture their stories as well!
In addition to the interviews and
documentary, EPOC have also been
sharing some photographs with us.
We can’t wait for this collection to
grow and preserve and honour this
work being done on the ground.

GALA attended Ekurhuleni Pride in
2016 and 2017 and we have wanted

Linda Chernis
(Archives Coordinator)

Flyer from Ekurhuleni Pride, 2017

Rather than waiting for organisations
to end or for them to donate material of their own accord while still
operating, GALA has been actively
trying to start collections for queer
organisations for which we don’t
have collections. Organisations for
which we are currently gathering
and sorting material include Iranti,
Intersex South Africa (ISSA) and our
latest, EPOC.
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Bontle and Ntsupe at a workshop they hosted with youth in Ekurhuleni. June 2021
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Geleza Diaries: Featuring Sicka Starban

The making of an educational film: A collaborative process

Screenshot from Geleza Diaries feat Sicka Starban, filmed by Collen Mfazwe, 2021.

Introducing
Geleza
Diaries:
Featuring Sicka Starban, and educational film produced by GALA.
Reflections from the production
team.
Geleza is kasi taal or a local vernacular
word used to describe a process of
teaching, learning or ‘schooling’.
The word indicates a certain value
for the process of learning through
experience. Learning that happens
on the streets and in our homes,
that exists outside of the formal
structures of school or university,
and more importantly…processes of
teaching and learning that are not
in English. The word is aptly used to
name this series of films that GALA
is producing to support our tertiary
education programme, because it is
geared toward reaching audiences
that are going to appreciate the
stories told by black, queer South
Africans in local languages. We
hope that the use of local language

can inspire learning about gender
and sexuality outside of a colonial
framework. The objective of the
series is to break barriers in relation
to negative perceptions of LGBTIQ+
people and the the deliberate
decision to showcase black and
queer excellence, serves as an
inspiration to queer people that
need role models and motivation to
achieve their goals in life. Currently
we are facing immense hardships
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Hate
crimes against LGBTIQ+ people are
increasing, and the general morale
in our community is low. The aim
and purpose of Geleza Diaries is
therefore to educate, inspire and
motivate people through storytelling.
We will showcase the film online on
Women’s Day this year, so watch this
space!
This article is comprised of reflective
pieces of writing from the team
responsible for the production of

the first film in GALA’s Geleza Diaries
series, featuring local hip hop artist,
traditional healer and entrepreneur,
Sicka Starban. Throughout this
project we have come to refer to
ourselves as ‘The Dream Team’,
because we dream big and work
hard, in order to make our dreams
a reality. We all had different roles
to play in this project and we hope
that our reflections shed light on the
value of collaborative art making and
storytelling.
Reflection from Sicka Starban who
is featured in the film:
After months of hard work involving production and facilitation, we made our feature film. It
was filmed and edited by Collen
Mfazwe with the support of GALA.
It has been a wonderful experience working on this because it
gives hope and recognition to the
places we come from (the townships and rural areas). It gives me
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great pleasure to have worked
on such a project that accommodates people who are aspiring to
be activists but are discouraged
by the fact that they don’t know
how to speak English fluently. As
we are planning to screen the film
online for Women’s Day 2021, it is
important to note that Women’s
Day is for all the women who
have fought to be recognised in
spaces infected by homophobia,
transphobia etc…and not forgetting the single mothers that have
raised us to be ambassadors for
humanity. Releasing this film will
mean a lot of people will learn
more about the work we do,
about humanity, arts-based activism through music and the power
of collaborations, and all of this is
in an African language.
Reflection from Collen Mfazwe,
director and videographer:
I am a young trans-identified
South African. I am an artist, photographer, filmmaker and activist.
I create visual work to be vocal
about issues and challenges that
are faced by LGBTIQ+ persons
because the government is not
doing enough to address and
solve these issues. South Africa
has extremely high rates of femicide, rape and hate crimes and
that is why I see the necessity to

document these issues. Making
this film was not so easy but it was
a really exciting and challenging
journey and a dream come true
for me. Trust me when I say, making the first Geleza Diaries meant
the world to me. I have a passion
for filmmaking that drives me
through and through. I document
a lot of different things that talk
about social issues, but currently
my focal point is L GBTIQ+ issues,
such as hate crimes, and how language barriers play a role in education around these issues.
Coming from an underprivileged
background kills your hopes and
dreams sometimes. This film is a
fantastic opportunity for us, and
allows us to showcase our work,
share ideas and educate other
people, including ourselves in
the process about what we do,
and how we work as upcoming
artists/ activists in South Africa.
My main goal and purpose about
Geleza is to help LGBTIQ+ persons
realise their potential, remind
them that there is nothing wrong
with our mother tongue, you can
be smart and relevant even if you
don’t know how to speak English
fluently. I hope the film also
encourages and uplifts LGBTIQ+
people to use their skills and
talent to make living out of it.

Collen Mfazwe and Sicka Starban facilitating a dialogue on IDAHOBIT 2021 in the
Javett Art Centre Auditorium, Pretoria.
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Reflection from Genevieve Louw,
Project Coordinator:
One of the biggest challenges in
gender and sexuality diversity
education is the barrier that
English creates in relation to
comprehension and learning.
In my practice as an educator, I
have experienced first-hand that
it is very important to encourage
learning and dialogue in mother
tongue when discussing difficult,
new or uncomfortable subject
matter. Being white, South
African and Afrikaans means that
I occupy a certain level of privilege
and there is always a risk that my
positionality can actually hinder
participants from learning in my
workshops, because I mostly
facilitate in English. My queerness
does not absolve me from the
self-reflexivity needed to facilitate
this work. This is the main reason
why I always make an effort to
co-facilitate and collaborate with
local facilitators, educators, artists
and activists in order to find
ways of reaching communities
by engaging in collaborative and
creative methods. In many ways,
this process of working has also
involved stepping back, being
less vocal and visible, and simply
providing platforms for people
to contribute to the programme.
The first film in the Geleza Diaries
series is an example of that type
of collaborative process. It was
a pleasure to work with Collen
Mfazwe and Sicka Starban on this
project and I am thrilled about the
potential of this film in relation
to the dialogue it will inspire.
Moreover, I am so excited about
the opportunity this film has
created to showcase Sicka’s song:
LGBTI and I. This song is a true
example of how music can raise
awareness around social justice
issues pertaining to the resilience
of LGBTIQ+ people, despite all of
the violence and exclusion.
Genevieve Louw
(Programmes Coordinator)
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Featured fam:
Mbali Sengwayo (b. 1994),
known as Azania Sengwayo, is
a black radical Pan Africanist,
feminist and LGBTIQ+ social
justice activist. She was born
in Soweto, moved to Orange
Farm after she finished her
Matric and is currently based in
Sebokeng.
Azania studied Psychology and
Political Sciences at Unisa, but
couldn’t complete the courses
due to lack of funding.
In 2016/2017 Azania participated in an exchange program between SAIH (Norway), Katswe
Sistahood (Zimbabwe) and
the One in Nine campaign (SA)
on Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights (SRHR).

Since 2013, Azania has worked
with, and for, various LGBTIQ+
organisations in and around
Johannesburg, including Iranti,
Pan Africa ILGA and PFSAQ.
Currently, Azania is the executive director of Vaal LGBTI
and acts as a board secretary
member for the Forum for
the Empowerment of Women
(FEW).
Pronouns are she/her
Some people refer to you as Ajax.
How did you get this nickname?
I got the name from back in my
soccer days. So I played soccer
from primary school till high
school, at the school where I was
kicked out because of my refusal
to wear a skirt. I’d wear Ajax Cape
Town soccer gear at practice. I
think that’s where it came from.
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Do you have a song or musician that
you are embarrassed about liking?
No lol, but my favorite artist is
Thandiswa Mazwai
If you had to choose between living
by the beach or on a mountain,
which would you choose?
Mountain, I like hiking.
If no one had to be activists
anymore, what profession do you
think you would have gone into?
A parliamentarian
What music is on your playlist right
now?
Mandisi and Brenda Mntambo
What do you do for self care?
I clean my house and read a book
or buy sneakers.
If there was a biopic made about
you, who would you want to play
your character? Who would be your
best supporting character, and who
would play them?
Yoh I’ve never thought that far.

!
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A
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AAZZANNIIA!
A
Z
A

What is the best birthday present
you have ever received?
Best birthday gift I’ve received
was a car on my 18th birthday
from my dad.
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Featured fam (extended):
Azania, executive director of
Vaal LGBTI is a community-based
organization
that
advocates
and raises awareness of LGBTIAQ people in the Vaal and surrounding areas. The organisation
monitors cases of hate crimes

in and around the Vaal area, as
well as hosting workshops on
SOGIE (sexual orientation, gender
identity and gender expression),
community dialogues and sensitisation trainings with different
stakeholders. A lot of their work
includes supporting LGBTIQ+
members by providing shelter to
those who have been kicked out
of home, providing food parcels
and offering psychosocial support.
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VAAL LGBTI

South Africa.
We need comprehensive sex education to be included in basic education. Minimum sentencing of cases
of hate crime to be at least 25 years.
Homophobic people must face consequences, we can’t let people who
incite hate and violence continue like
business as usual while we are being
erased.

How can people find Vaal LGBTI to
learn more about the work that you
do and to find out how they could
support?
We have a Facebook page, you can
contact any of us there.
@AzaniaSengwayo on all social
media

Vaal LGBTI founded Vaal Pride and
organised it from 2013 until 2018.
They were formally registered in
2013.
Could you please explain how you
came to become part of Vaal LGBTI?
I joined the organisation while I was
still at high school, as a volunteer. I
was also the youngest. Then got promoted to the task team as time went
on, I became the Project Coordinator, then Programme Manager.
As an organisation that supports
victims of hate crimes and the families of those whose lives are lost,
what do people need to know?
We do this work entirely out of love,
we are unfunded and we do not get
paid. We are a non partisan organisation. We are radical.
What do you think can be done
about the violence and discrimination LGBTIQ+ people experience
Vaal LGBTI Pride poster for 2018
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Some things we got to do in
person before Lockdown 2021:

Collen Mfazwe, Simon Gush and Victoria Wigzell - News From Home film crew.
GALA Library 2021

Filming for Relief on the Edge
Project.
In 2021, GALA received a grant from
the Australian High Commission
Pretoria for the project: Relief on
the Edge: Interrogating and Implementing Relief Strategies for Queer
Community during the Covid-19
Pandemic and Beyond. This project
addresses relief strategies needed
to support LGBTIQ+ organisations in
South Africa that respond to immediate needs of queer communities.
These needs include but are not limited to food security, shelter, healthcare and psychosocial support. The
project will interrogate the meaning
of relief for queer organisations and
communities adversely impacted
by the Covid19 pandemic, and also
raise awareness around the pre-existing need for relief work in the LGBTIQ+ sector more broadly. By creating educational videos that feature
LGBTIQ+ activists from NGOs that
work to serve queer communities
on the ground, we hope to broaden
perspectives around approaches to
relief. The videos will also form part
of an educational programme that
will be collaboratively facilitated and
include dialogues around the needs
of queer organisations that serve at
risk communities. The marginalised

communities that these organisations support include sex workers,
homeless LGBTIQ+ people, transgender and gender non-conforming
people and queer women experiencing Gender Based Violence (GBV).
The project will also offer support to
queer organisations conducting relief work in order to assist their communities. This project will involve
collaboration with the Wits Centre
for Diversity Studies (Wits University,
Johannesburg), News From Home (a
Johannesburg based film production
company), and four LGBTIQ+ civil society organisations located in South
Africa: OUT LGBTI Wellbeing, Forum
for the Empowerment of Women
(FEW), Asijiki, and Transpower.
The filming of the two dialogues entailed detailed planning and coordination as a result of the uncertainty
created by the Covid-19 pandemic.
The filming needed to happen in
person and we therefore ensured
that all of the in person engagements for the project were completed in May. The two filming dates that
were confirmed for the project were
scheduled for Saturday the 15th
and Saturday the 29th of May 2021.
In order to plan effectively, we had
two online meetings with the participating organisations, film crew
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and facilitator with the intention to
iron out all of the details for the discussion and to arrange for one participant to travel from Cape Town
to participate in the filming. We decided to film in the GALA Queer Archive library because the location is
significant to the queer community
and it also allowed us to set a scene
with an interesting background. The
dialogue that was facilitated on the
15th of May included Roche Kester
from OUT LGBTI Wellbeing and Zsa
Zsa Houston from Transpower. The
dialogue on the 29th of May included Nosipho Vidima from Asijiki and
Jade Madingwane from FEW. The dialogues were facilitated by C. Anzio
Jacobs, director of Scope Facilitation.
The themes we hoped to unpack by
identifying these activists and organisations were around relief work in
the area of sex work activism, transgender access to healthcare, GBV
and sexual violence, hate crime response and monitoring of hate crime
cases in South Africa.
Reflection from Victoria Wigzell
from News From Home
While working on the two days
production for ‘Relief on the
Edge’, I was reminded of How to
Survive a Plague, directed by David France. This film documents
the campaign by advocacy groups
within the gay community to
pressure the United States government to prioritise HIV/Aids research at a time when many lives
within the gay community were
being lost. As a young, queer
filmmaker, it is documentaries
like these that give hope to the
aspiration of future success for
queer advocacy in South Africa,
and demonstrate the possibilities
within the practice of story-telling
and cultural production. Our film
collective, News From Home, is
one that works from a place of
collaborative learning as opposed
to commercial interest. We are in
the unique position of still crafting our working model; most of-
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show solidarity with the plight of
sex workers in South Africa who are
fighting for the decriminalisation of
sex work, and we also recorded footage to add to our Relief on the Edge
film series. Nosipho Vidima, who is
a sex worker rights activist that is
featured in the Relief on the Edge
project, invited us to join her in this
March in Johannesburg, in order to
provide further insights into her activism and the sex worker movement
in South Africa. The March was an incredibly eye-opening experience because there were so many activists
from different backgrounds showing
solidarity for the cause. There were
LGBTIQ+ activists, activists focused
on the rights of migrants and refugees, activists focused on addressing
issues of GBV and disability rights activists that marched alongside many
sex workers from across the country.
This is testimony to the fact that sex
worker rights intersect with all human rights, and it is collectively our
business as civil society to fight for
the decriminalisation of sex work.
The March started at the Gauteng
Legislature in the Johannesburg CBD
and ended at Constitution Hill. It was
well attended with over 100 people
taking part.

Film Screening and Workshop at
The Javett Art Centre to Commemorate IDAHOBIT 2021 in collaboration with FEW.

Dudu Dlamini, sex worker rights activist from SWEAT at the #FunkitImWalking Decriminalise Sex
Work March. Johannesburg, May 2021

Genevieve Louw
(Programmes Coordinator)

ten through collaboration, skills
exchange and skills development.
In GALA we have found a partner that embraces our working
model as part of their own goals
of using story-telling and cultural
production as a tool for advocacy. Having had the opportunity to
listen first-hand to the continued
work of this project’s participants
despite the challenges brought
about by the current Covid-19
public health emergency, I am
excited to be able to contribute
to that work becoming easier
through the greater awareness
and visibility that the completed
films will bring about.
Attending the #FunkitImWalking
Decriminalisation of Sex Work
March
On the 27th of May 2021, GALA and
New From Home attended and recorded film footage at the #FunkitImWalking Decriminalisation of Sex
Work March. This March included
organisations focused on sex worker rights from across the country
namely: SWEAT, Asijiki and Sisonke.
We attended the March in order to

On the 17th of May 2021 to commemorate the International Day
Against Homophobia, Biphobia and
Transphobia (IDAHOBIT), GALA partnered with the Javett Art Centre in
order to facilitate a workshop that
focused on gender and sexual diversity and language. The workshop
used a video made by Collen Mfazwe, a local transgender filmmaker and activist as a springboard for
dialogue around LGBTIQ+ rights in
isiZulu. The short film is the first in
a series called “Geleza Diaries” and
features Sicka Starban, a local hip
hop artist from Daveyton who tells
her personal story on screen. The
incentive behind the making of this
film and the screening on this significant day was to raise awareness
around the fact that Sexual Orientation Gender Identity and Expression
and Sexual Characteristics (SOGIESC)
is often taught and discussed in English, but local languages are often
left out. It was therefore a deliberate
decision to screen the film without
subtitles in order to get a conversation going in isiZulu relating to these
topics that are often considered taboo. The workshop dialogue was led
and facilitated by Collen Mfazwe and
Sicka Starban. Puleng Plessie from
the Javett Art Centre and Genevieve
Louw from GALA helped to guide
the process. This workshop was also
facilitated in partnership with FEW
who brought participants as part of
their network from Vaal, Khatorus
and Tsakane. The intention to invite
queer community from these areas
was to provide activists with an opportunity to reflect on the recent
challenges in relation to hate crimes
that are being faced by the community in a space that hopefully could
create a healing atmosphere.
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OUR FIGHT HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN

11

As the queer South African community has been devastated by the increase in reports of violent and fatal hate
crimes, queer people elsewhere on the continent have also been reporting devastating injustices. Two major cases in
the past few months have been the attacks on Block 13, the LGBTIQ+ camp of the Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya.
These attacks have resulted in the deaths of multiple residents of Block 13.
The second case is of the arrests of the Ho21, where 21 LGBTIQ+ activists were arrested in Ho, Ghana, for “unlawful
gathering”. Although the activists have finally been granted bail, organisations and activist are still working to have
all charges against the Ho21 dropped. This is indicative of the broader systemic issues, and attitudes the Ghanaian
government holds against its LGBTIQ+ citizens.
In order to show solidarity with our queer comrades across the continent, it is important to learn about each other’s
contexts and stories. Thus, we would like the share a story featured in our most recent publication called Hopes and
Dreams that Sound Like Yours: Stories of Queer Activism in Sub-Saharan Africa. The author of the story is a member
of LGBT+ Rights Ghana, and gives some context to the country’s attitude towards LGBTIQ+ people.
OUR FIGHT HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN
DAVID LARBI Ghana
We struggle to survive from the moment we’re born. For some of us,
that struggle feels more like a war.
I grew up in Ghana with a toxic family and no support system. I couldn’t
afford basic materials for school, but
I knew I needed to finish my studies.
I had dreams. I had grit. I’d do anything to survive. And so I graduated.
That battle prepared me for my next
calling — queer activism and community building in a country that
fights our very right to exist.
In January 2021, our organisation
LGBT+ Rights Ghana opened the nation’s first queer community centre
in Accra. We held a beautiful housewarming ceremony with live music
under rainbow umbrellas and flags.
We cut ribbons. We celebrated.
We were open. And then we were
closed.

Illustration by Larissa (Lari) Mwanyama

What else could we do? Almost immediately we were overwhelmed by
hate speech and death threats. Journalists and lawmakers discussed the
“cult of homosexuality” as a “foreign
import” and said we were “initiating” people at our new community
space. They said we promote “moral
decadence” and represent a “curse
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on the nation.” Other false rumours
spread like wildfire. Caught in this
crusade, our safe space wasn’t safe,
so we shut it down.
I felt ashamed — not for myself or my
queer community, but for my country. This homophobic uproar showed
the world what we’ve always known
is true, that Ghana promotes hate
speech, rape culture, victim-blaming, and violence towards its most
marginalised citizens.
Too many Ghanaians believe God
will unleash his wrath if queer people achieve the most basic rights.
These are the same people who paradoxically argue that part of what
made Ghana glorious before colonialism was a stronger sense of unity
in diversity. Pre-colonial society was
indeed more tolerant of sexual and
gender diversity than what we see
today, but artificial land borders have
cut into relationships and identities.
Foreign religions have brought unrealistic demands.
In Ghana today, diversity is abhorred.
Sermons that bash queer people
are considered ‘uplifting.’ Preachers
pluck isolated verses from the Bible
to ostracise us. Imams make it nearly impossible for us or even our allies to live in Muslim communities.
We’re being blackmailed, extorted,
lynched, and publicly humiliated
while community leaders watch from
the sidelines or stoke the flames.
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LGBT+ Rights Ghana started in 2018
as a cyber activism blog to tell the
world what was happening to us.
Since then we’ve spearheaded new
initiatives to strengthen and support
our community.
‘Here & Beyond’ brings queer people
together each month to socialise,
network, and build the movement.
‘Community Studio Discussion’
offers an online safe space where
LGBT+ people can share personal
stories and discuss how to overcome
internalised homophobia, combat
discrimination and violence, and use
the law to advocate for our community’s interests. The ‘Ghana Gay
Blackmail List’ lets LGBT+ people report abuse and expose people who
con or extort us.
In 2019 LGBT+ Rights Ghana pushed
back against the World Congress of
Families (WCF), a U.S.-based anti-LGBT+ hate group, when it hosted a
regional gathering in Accra. We mobilised ally organisations and individuals to condemn the conference and
registered members to attend and

document WCF’s strategies so that
we can better counter them.
We’re now working to become
Ghana’s first group formally registered as an LGBT+ organisation. We
believe this visibility will help counter the misuse of culture, tradition,
and religious conservatism to silence
sexual and gender minorities.
Our guiding principles at LGBT+
Rights Ghana are inclusivity, integrity, solidarity, and accountability.
We’re working hard to build a Ghana
where the rights of LGBT+ persons
are respected and protected.
Our community centre is closed for
now, but it won’t be closed forever.
Our fight for equality has only just
begun.
David Larbi is a founding member
and the general secretary of LGBT+
Rights Ghana in Accra.
Click here to read the full anthology
that this story is featured in.

After 64 years of independence,
Ghanaians now lag further behind
in our perceptions of progress than
when we started. Marginalised
groups like the LGBT+ community have made little headway in our
fight for equality. Our sensitisation
and education campaigns can only
accomplish so much when well-financed religious and political organisations fight tooth and nail to oppose our every move.
And yet, we’re still fighting.
Illustration by Naadira Patel
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I’ve Been Vaccinated!
GALA’s Administrator reflects on her experience getting the COVID Jab
At first I would say I was scared. I
was just nervous about the vaccine
because I considered it experimental
and I didn’t know what the sideeffects were going to be.
But at the end of the day, ensuring
the safety of my family members was
one of the biggest reasons for getting vaccinated.
My family, they’re not able to get
the vaccine yet. I didn’t want to risk
bringing it home to anybody else. I
personally have some family members who have gotten the disease
and I just felt like protecting myself
and my family is the number one priority. I’m fine after this first dose.
I would recommend that anybody of color, African, American, any nationality who are given the opportunity to be
vaccinated, take it. All that stuff I was apprehensive and scared about, it was just a sore arm. All I’ve had was a sore
arm, like when you get a flu shot.
Nobantu Nqolobe
(Administration Officer)

Donate to GALA
The GALA Archive is a living archive. This
means that we never stop collecting.
Do you have documents, posters, flyers,
photographs, t-shirts or other items you
would like to donate? Do you want your
story, or that of your organisation, recorded and/or preserved? Your stories and
contributions are important. Help us document the present in order to preserve
the past.
Your contribution matters.
Please contact our Archive Coordinatior,
Linda Chernis: linda.chernis@wits.ac.za
Donations of books with queer content
are welcome additions to the
Cooper-Sparks Library that is housed at
the GALA offices.

GALA is a non-profit organisation that relies solely on donor funding. Any and all
donations are welcome.
You can donate to:
Bank name: Investec
Account name: Gay and Lesbian Memory
in Action Trust
Account number: 100 1183 4713
Branch name and code: 580105
Type of account: Current
Swift code: iveszajjxxx
or via snapscan:
*Please note that GALA
is a registered non-profit trust with S18A status,
meaning that neither you
nor GALA pays donations
tax, and that donations
are deductible from your
taxable income.

