
T-Shirt Tales 2

GALA has a large collection of t-shirts, from various 
personal collections, LGBTQIA+ organisations, as well 

as events such as pride marches, festivals and 
conferences.

 

Below, The GALA Archivist has selected a few of 
these wonderful ephemeral items, tracking their 

histories, the purposes for which they were 
produced, who wore them and who donated 

them to GALA. 



GLOW
The Gay & Lesbian Organisation of the Witwatersrand (GLOW) 
produced several t-shirts in the 1990s, and GALA has a number 
of these from various collections, including those of GLOW and 
GLOW founder Simon Nkoli.  These t-shirts were often worn at 

pride marches and other activist events.  

Top left: GLOW 
T-Shirt

Top right: Nkoli 
wearing a GLOW 
Bar t-shirt, Cape 
Town, 1989. 
GALA does not 
have a GLOW 
Bar t-shirt 
amongst its 
collections…so if 
any readers have 
one to donate…? 
Image from the 
Julia Nicol Col-
lection.

Bottom: Simon 
Nkoli wearing 
a GLOW t-shirt 
when he visit-
ed Stonewall 
in New York in 
1994. Image 
from the Simon 
Nkoli Collection.



Joburg Pride 1991

This t-shirt was produced for Joburg’s second Pride in 1991.  In 
the accompanying image we can see members of GLOW who 
had bussed down to Cape Town for the city’s first Pride in 1993 
wearing the Joburg 1991 Pride t-shirts.  Joburg had held its first 
pride in 1990 (see the first post in the lockdown series).

GALA has six of these t-shirts, from various collections, including 
GLOW.  The Cape Town Pride image is from the Theresa 
Raizenberg Collection.



The Forum for the Empowerment of Women (FEW) is a 
non-profit organisation that works with and in the interests of 
black lesbian women in South Africa. FEW was co-founded by 
Zanele Muholi and Donna Smith in 2002.  One of FEW’s 
best-known projects is Soweto Pride, of which they are the 
founders and organisers, and was started in 2004 and is still 
going strong. The FEW Collection at GALA contains 
organisational records, such as meeting minutes, funding 
documents, reports, newsletters and correspondence. FEW 
material can also be found in the Zanele Muholi Collection.

Forum for the Empowerment 
of Women (FEW)

The black t-shirt shown here is from 
Soweto Pride 2017 (bought by GALA at 
Soweto Pride), and the white one is a 
FEW t-shirt from c.2006.



This t-shirt was produced for the conference ‘Homophobia: The 
Racism Within’, a satellite conference of the World Conference 
Against Racism held in Durban in September 2001. It was made 
by the local LGBTQIA+  group The Durban Lesbian & Gay 
Community Centre specifically for the event.  The t-shirt is part 
of the Zackie Achmat Collection. Achmat is a well-known activist, 
best known for founding the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC). 
There are over 30 t-shirts in Achmat’s large collection at GALA.

In the accompanying group photo of the satellite conference, 
delegates can be seen wearing the t-shirt. Photograph from the 
Zanele Muholi Collection. 

Homophobia: The Racism 
Within Conference



Gays & Lesbians of 
Zimbabwe (GALZ)

This t-shirt is one of the only t-shirts in GALA’s collections from 
an African LGBTQIA+ organisation outside of South Africa.  The 
t-shirt was made by GALZ, one of the oldest still-running queer 
organisations on the continent, at some time in the early to 
mid-1990s.  

In the accompanying image GALA’s founding Director, Graeme 
Reid, can be seen wearing a GALZ t-shirt outside of MaThoko’s 
house in 1997. MaThoko was a mother figure to many queer 
youth in Soweto in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Although 
GALA doesn’t have a donor listed for the t-shirt, it likely came 
from Reid.  GALA has a substantial GALZ collection, which is kept 
at GALA for safekeeping due to the hostile political climate 
towards LGBTIQ people in Zimbabwe. 



Lesbians And Gays Against 
Oppression (LAGO)

Lesbians and Gays Against Oppression (LAGO) was formed in 
Cape Town in 1986 following the failure of GASA-6010, the 
Western Cape arm of the Gay Association of South Africa 
(GASA), to accommodate activists who wanted to go in a 
more radical, political direction.  LAGO’s membership was 
largely composed of prominent, well-known gay and lesbian 
activists who were active in the anti-apartheid struggle, such 
as Ivan Toms and Sheila Lapinsky. The organisation also made 
important links with supportive overseas lesbian and gay 
organisations. Internal dissent led to the dissolution of the 
organisation in October 1987 and the majority of LAGO’s 
membership reorganised themselves as the Organisation of 
Lesbian and Gay Activists, OLGA. 

The LAGO vest pictured here is from the Sheila Lapinsky 
Collection.  In the accompanying image, we can see founding 
LAGO member Ivan Toms wearing a similar LAGO t-shirt. Toms 
is pictured with GLOW founder Simon Nkoli in Hermanus, 1990.  
Photograph: Julia Nicol Collection.


