T-Shirt Tales
GALA has a large collection of t-shirts, from various
personal collections, LGBTQIA+ organisations, as well
as events such as pride marches, festivals and
conferences.
Below, The GALA Archivist has selected a few of
these wonderful ephemeral items, tracking their
histories, the purposes for which they were
produced, who wore them and who donated
them to GALA.

Joburg Pride 1990

This t-shirt was produced for Joburg’s first Pride in 1990. The
march, organized by GLOW (the Gay & Lesbian Organisation of
the Witwatersrand) made history when they organized the first
Pride march in South Africa, and indeed Africa, on 13 October
1990. The t-shirt features the march’s theme: “Unity in the
Community”.
Founder of GLOW and one of the march leaders, Simon Nkoli,
can be seen in the accompanying image wearing the t-shirt as he
is addressing the crowd before the march.

Cape Town Pride
1993

Following on from the above, we now
see the t-shirt produced by ABIGALE
(Association of Bisexuals, Gays &
Lesbians) for Cape Town’s first Pride
in 1993. The t-shirt bares the march’s
slogan “Out of the Closet, into the
Streets”, which was also chanted by
participants during the march.
The accompanying image shows members of ABIGALE who
formed the march’s organising committee wearing a black and
pink version of the t-shirt, as well as the ABIGALE t-shirt “Read
My Lips”, which was produced around the same time.
T-shirts are from the ABIGALE collection; image from the Theresa Raizenberg Collection.

OLGA

The Cape Town-based Organisation of Lesbian & Gay Activists
(OLGA) also produced various t-shirts for their supporters and
members. This included two versions of a t-shirt bearing the
ironic slogan “Nobody Knows I’m a Lesbian”.
The accompanying image shows OLGA leaders Sheila Lapinsky
(wearing the t-shirt) and Julia Nicol in 1991 (photo from the Julia
Nicol Collection). So although we don’t know the exact year the
t-shirts were made we can trace them back to at least 1991.

Marriage Campaign

These t-shirts were produced as part of the campaign fighting
for marriage equality in South Africa. The campaign was spearheaded by the Lesbian & Gay Equality Project (LGEP) who also
produced these t-shirts. The successful campaign culminated in
the passing of the Civil Union Act on 30 November 2006 – the
first country in Africa to do so.

ILGA 1999 Conference –
Johannesburg

In 1999 the International Lesbian & Gay Association (ILGA) held
their annual conference in Johannesburg, for the first time on
African soil. The conference was a big deal for LGBTQIA+
activism in South Africa and many associated programmes and
activities alongside the conference, including the inaugural
Johannesburg Queer Tour.
This t-shirt was made for the 1999 ILGA conference delegates
and is from the Archiving GALA collection.

T-shirts made in GALA
workshops

GALA has embarked on a number of workshops and
programmes, largely using arts-based participatory methods,
to engage LGBTQIA+ youth in Southern Africa over the last 12
years. The projects have aimed to empower young LGBTQIA+
people to play an active role in their own growth and
development, and to become human rights activists. Methods
used include poster making, t-shirt printing, fabric painting,
body mapping and theatre.
This t-shirt is from one of GALA’s Art for Activism workshops
c.2011 and speaks to discrimination faced by LGBTQIA+ youth.

Treatment Action
Campaign (TAC)

GALA has a large selection of t-shirts in
different colours and with texts from the
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC). These
were donated as part of the Zackie
Achmat (TAC founder) collection. Achmat
launched the TAC on 10 December 1998,
with the organisation evolving largely from
the Aids Consortium which was active in the 1990s. Simon
Nkoli’s funeral on 4 December 1998 in Johannesburg marked a
turning point for Achmat, who had come out publically as HIV+
three months before Nkoli’s death. The TAC is credited with
conducting a successful public campaign that influenced the
South African government to make anti-retrovirals available to
the public.
The accompanying image shows a TAC march in Cape Town in
2000, also from the Zackie Achmat Collection.

Lilacs

Lilacs was the acronym for the
wonderfully named Lesbians in
Love and Compromising
Situations, a Cape Town-based
lesbian, feminist group that
operated between 1983 and
1985. This t-shirt is from the
Sheila Lapinsky Collection (one
of Lilac’s core members).
The accompanying photo, a
grainy copy from the Julia Nicol
Collection, is the only photograph
GALA has of Lilacs. It shows Lilacs
members in early 1985, from left
to right: Sharon Miller, Sheila
Lapinsky, Desiree Hansson and
Julia Nicol.

T-shirts from Wits University

Being based on the campus of the University of the
Witwatersrand (Wits), GALA has gathered several t-shirts
relating to student LGBTQIA+ campaigns on campus, especially
in recent years.
This t-shirt is from Wits Pride 2012, produced by the university’s
Transformation & Employment Equity Office. The accompanying
image, taken by GALA, shows students at the march wearing
the t-shirts.

