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Welcome to our fourth and final news-
letter of 2019, where we take the 
chance to celebrate and reflect ahead 
of the festive season. 2019 has been 
a year of remarkable growth for the 
GALA Queer Archive. This is particu-
larly evident when one looks at the 
incredible amount of goodwill which 
GALA has managed to build.  During 
our time at the ALMS (Archives, Librar-
ies, Museums and Special Collections) 
conference in Berlin in June this year, 
the GALA archivist, Linda Chernis, and 
I were both received so warmly by 
peers, colleagues, scholars, archivists, 
curators and activists.  Many who had 
interacted with GALA in the past re-
flected fondly of their experience at 
GALA. Those with whom we connect-
ed for the first time were in awe of the 
uniqueness of the GALA Queer Archive.  
We were continuously commended for 
our integrative and restorative model 
of an archive - one that is rooted in the 
past but also sowing seeds in the pres-
ent for growth in the future. 
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It is with a great sense of sadness that 
we bid farewell to dear friends and col-
leagues. I want to pay particular tribute 
to Leigh Davids, Ayanda Denge, Julia 
Nicol, Paul Grendon and Mogamat 
Benjamin all of whom were taken too 
soon and each of whom have left their 
indelible mark on the archive. May 
their legacies never be forgotten. 

In 2020 the GALA team looks forward 
to new beginnings, new opportunities, 
new friendships and setting new inten-
tions for the year ahead. I’d also like to 
take this opportunity to thank you all 
for your continued support of GALA 
and the work we do.  

Wishing you a safe and fabulous festive 
season,

Keval Harie (Director)
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Season of Celebration!

By engaging with other queer archives, 
libraries, and museums we were able 
to affirm our work as pioneering and 
inspiring.

Two highlights over the period be-
tween May and October have been 
the Johannesburg leg of the Kewpie 
exhibition and the launch of the queer 
comic Meanwhile... Graphic short sto-
ries about everyday queer life in South-
ern and East Africa in Johannesburg. 
Following on from a successful run in 
Cape Town, the Kewpie exhibition was 
a red letter event on the Johannesburg 
queer calendar.  The account of the 
team at the Market Photo Workshop 
was that this was the largest opening 
for an exhibition in the venue, and the 
exhibition with the most foot traffic, in 
the last 5 years.

October - December
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a word from the director
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Christmas lunch in Rutger Street. Left to right seated: Kewpie, Carmen, Haley Mills, Mitzi, 
Brigitte. Unknown person at the back, possibly Leslie Caron
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A Festive Queer Trifle to GET yoh LAAAIF!
Brought to you by Keval Harie
(Serves 4 – 6 fam)

What festive season Mzansi kiki 
is complete without some home-
made trifle?  We all have that 
granny or aunt who insists that her 
recipe is legit.  Of course as queers 
we’re here for a little trifle lip sync 
for your life!  

Here’s a couple of GALA tips 
on getting your trifle on:

• There are no rules when it comes  
   to trifle!  
• Store bought is also fine!
• Keep it light and fruity!  Trifle is  
   best for summer bawdies! 
• A trifle needs to slay on the 
   runway so always use a clear glass 
   bowl to reveal layers hunty!

Ingredients:

• 250ml strawberry/apricot jam or 
   250ml of any berry jelly
• 250ml custard (also there’s no 
   need to make your own custard 
   – we’ve got great selections in 
   Mzansi)
• 250ml berries (including sliced 
   strawberries, blueberries, rasp- 
   berries, gooseberries) and any   
   other fruit in season (personal 
   favs being pomegranates, 
   cherries and mangoes)
• 500g Madeira cake.  If you’re  
   looking for a lit trifle, drizzle some 
   brandy over the Madeira.
• 500ml whipped fresh cream
• A pack of crushed meringues
• A handful of chopped roasted 
   nuts (almonds, pistachios, 
   walnuts)
• A few sprigs of mint leaves

Method:

• Cut the Madeira cake into slices and set in clear glass bowl.  Drizzle    
   the brandy over the sliced Madeira cake.  
• Using a spatula spread out the layers of jam over 
   the set Madeira slices.  If you’re opting for 
   the jelly option, follow the instructions 
   on the packet and pour the jelly 
   mixture over the set Madeira 
   slices and refrigerate for a 
   few hours.  If you want to 
   be real extra, go with 
   jam and jelly (in that 
   order).
• Sprinkle your 
   choice of berries 
   over the set 
   Madeira 
   followed 
   by covering 
   with custard, 
   ending with 
   a layer of 
   whipped 
   cream.  A 
   little tip on 
   getting the 
   best flavor 
   out of your 
   cream, add 
   ½ teaspoon 
   of vanilla 
   essence and 
   ½ teaspoon of 
   lemon juice.  
• Refrigerate for a 
   few hours.  
   Presentation is 
   everything so before 
   serving, sprinkle fruit, 
   crushed meringue, roasted 
   nuts and mint leaves over the 
   whipped cream.
• Now put on some Mariah Carey and
   bring on the cheer! 
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From the 13th to the 15th of No-
vember, I attended the “Make Ter-
tiary Education spaces #safetolearn” 
conference hosted by Wilton Park 
at Wiston House in Sussex, United 
Kingdom. The conference was aimed 
at ensuring that the conversation 
around safeguarding at universities is 
inclusive and not driven by developed 
countries and to share best practice 
around youth-appropriate safeguard-
ing. I was unfamiliar with the term 
“safeguarding” as this term is not 
used in a South African context, but 
I learned that safeguarding is a prac-
tice focused on protecting students at 
universities from harm, particularly in 
relation to policy development, that 
tertiary institutions in South Africa 
can certainly benefit from. The term 
at this conference basically referred 
to processes that protect students 
from exploitation and harm at spaces 
of higher learning.

The conference was attended by 50 
delegates from across the world, with 
a predominant presence from Africa 
and the global south. All delegates 
were selected for their active involve-
ment in inclusive educational practic-
es at universities and I was selected 
to speak about GALA’s tertiary edu-
cation programme currently funded 
by SAIH Norwegian Students’ and 
Academics’ International Assistance 
Fund. All the delegates were encour-
aged to share their own experiences 
from their own contexts and the dia-
logue resulted in the development of 
a proposed Code of Conduct that can 
be adopted and used in tertiary

education spaces that do not have 
safeguarding policies, or would like 
to strengthen safeguarding policies. 
Over the three day period we dis-
cussed and outlined what needs to 
change at university spaces that we 
navigate and attend - from social 
norms, behaviours, institutional pol-
icies and procedures to education 
policies and legislation - and how 
these processes can be advanced. 
We mapped out effective safeguard-
ing strategies, what works, what 
doesn’t, and shared case studies of 
change and transformation. We also 
explored effective accountability 
mechanisms and created a network 
of engaged organisations to advocate 
for, and champion for change in uni-
versities across the world.

One of the main reasons why this 
conference was called was to break

the silence around the bullying, sex-
ual violence, abuse and harassment 
that takes place in tertiary education 
spaces. My input was around the ex-
periences of people who identify as 
LGBTIQ in relation to sexual violence 
and gender-based violence experi-
enced on campuses in South Africa, 
and why safeguarding practices need 
to be inclusive of gender and sexual 
diversity. I also discussed how power 
and hierarchies in institutions drive 
forms of violence and abuse that 
lead to significant barriers in being 
able to report violence that occurs on 
campuses against students. Overall 
the “Make Tertiary Education spaces 
#safetolearn” conference was an in-
credibly productive and inspiring ex-
perience.

Genevieve Louw 
(Programmes Manager)

A tweet by @Wilton Park showing Genevieve Louw (middle), Programmes Coordinator 
for GALA Queer Archives), Harriet Chibuta  (left),  National Coordinator for Young Wom-
en in Action in Zambia and Ulemu Kanyongolo, human rights activist and founder of the 
Young Feminist Network in Malawi. 

Celebrating 
Connections

Genevieve Louw from 
GALA participates in 
the Wilton Park 
Conference: “Make 
Tertiary Education 
spaces #safetolearn”  
in the UK.
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Celebrating Kafunta

Kafunta leading the way at the Reclaiming Pride parade in September 2018, a queer Heritage Day parade through the streets of 
District Six, honouring Kewpie.  Kafunta is wearing a fabulous outfit made during a workshop run by the District Six Museum in 
collaboration with Heath Nash, an artist who makes work from recyclable materials.

On the 16th of November 2019 the District Six family lost one of its most ardent supporters and outspoken members – 
Mogamat Benjamin.  

Also known by his drag persona, Kafunta, Mogamat was instrumental in connecting the District Six community to visitors 
to the Kewpie exhibition in 2018. Anyone who knew Mogamat has a wonderful story to tell. His enthusiasm was conta-
gious and he will not easily be forgotten.  Mogamat lived life to its fullest and we are all grateful to him for leaving behind 
such a powerful legacy. 

GALA extends our condolences to Mogamat’s friends and family and the greater District Six community.
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Archive Spotlight:  

Collection Revisited –
Shay McLaren

“Walking down Eloff Street in 
a pair of trousers and short 
hair, I might as well have been 
topless! The crowds actually 
parted like the Red Sea. It was 
a terrible time for me, but I 
was ok, because my parents 
were very accepting. And of 
course, it’s liberating to be 
yourself.” 

Shay McClaren – Joburg Tracks 

Shay McLaren was interviewed by Mark 
Gevisser back in 1998 as part of Geviss-
er’s collaboration with GALA in inter-
viewing older gays and lesbians.  At the 
time Shay donated a few photographs, 
books and song lyrics, as well as her 
school blazer and tie to GALA as part 
of the Oral History Project Collection.  
Shay was also one of the participants 
featured in GALA’s 2008 exhibition at 
Constitution Hill and Museum Africa, 

Joburg Tracks: Sexuality in the City. In 
October this year, more than 20 years 
after her initial interview, Shay visited 
GALA and revisited her interview and 
donation.  She also added some more 
photographs, songs and press clippings 
to the Collection.

Shay McLaren was born Fiona Ogilvie in 
Johannesburg in 1931. She came out as 
lesbian to her largely accepting family 
at the age of 19, an incredibly coura-
geous act in South Africa in 1950.  Shay 
is known to be one of the first women to 
work in South Africa’s printing and pub-
lishing industry, where she frequently 
shook the accepted gender norms by 
wearing slacks, cutting her hair very 
short and doing so-called ‘men’s work’. 
In the 1960s Shay was instrumental in 
networking and raising funds for the 
Law Reform Fund that challenged an-
ti-homosexuality legislation, known as 
the Immorality Amendment Act. Shay 
was present at the infamous Forest

Town party that was raided by police in 
1966, a gathering of many high-profile 
gay people that scandalised apartheid 
authorities and led to the drive to tight-
en up the aforementioned legislation.  
Shay managed to leave the party be-
fore the police arrived. She was also a 
telephone counselling volunteer at Gay 
& Lesbian Counselling (GLC) in the ear-
ly 1990s.  For many years, in her spare 
time, Shay wrote novels, plays and song 
lyrics (mostly parodies of gay life).  Shay 
had a long-term partner for almost 40 
years, but this story of love, heartache 
and family prejudices doesn’t belong in 
a newsletter.

This space does not allow me to com-
prehensively reflect on the remarkable 
and brave life that Shay has lived and 
continues to live.  We are so grateful to 
Shay for visiting us and spending time 
with us and giving us such an important 
look into her past, and her present.

Linda Chernis 
(Archivist)

Shay and friend at a party c.1957.

Shay looking through her photographs, GALA visit - 16 October 2019
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Festive Fam:

Landa Mabenge
Pronouns: he/him/his

About Landa: I am the author of 
Becoming Him - A Trans Memoir 
of Triumph and I work as an inde-
pendent consultant, under Landa 
Mabenge Consulting, to create 
awareness, to educate and to 
provide linkages to care for peo-
ple who identify as transgender. I 
work mostly with institutions of 
higher learning where I assist in 
the formulation and implemen-
tation of policies for transgender 
diversity and inclusion.

What are your favorite things to do 
during the December festive season? 

I enjoy reading and spending time 
with people who have become 
my people. I enjoy unwinding and 
hosting friends over a braai and 
festive drinks. I also enjoy a lot of 
‘me time’ during this time. I find 
the festive season to be a time 
for reflection - to ponder over the 
path I have walked during the year, 
and to evaluate whether or not I 
have lived (and not just existed).

Do you have a favorite holiday meal/
dish?

I really enjoy uLusu (tripe) and 
uMngqusho (samb and beans). 
This combination is delectable 
(under the hand of a great cook, 
of course). It’s a combination that 
does not require one to sweat over 
the stove. I also enjoy a perfect-
ly seasoned, braaied lamb chop 
(salivating), paired with a medley 
of salads and finished off with a 
mildly spicy chakalaka. I used to 
be a big fan of uMvubo (they call it 
African salad), but with age comes 
lactose intolerance (in my case).

What is your dream holiday destina-
tion? 

I would love to hop the Santorini, 
Ios, Paros and Mykonos Greek is-
lands (The universe will conspire).

Do you have any New Year’s resolu-
tions? 

My resolution is to continue to be 
of service to those who need me 
to. This is a resounding theme in 
my life. I believe my time on this 
earth will be meaningful if I contin-
ue aligning myself to my humanity. 
In order to do that I must serve, 
educate and create awareness.

Do you have any reflections or mes-
sages that you can offer as we close 
2019? 

The year has seen countless ebbs 
and flows, especially for those 
who seek liberation from the ten-
tacles of prejudice. While we ex-
perienced a victory for humanity 
with the decriminalisation of

homosexuality in Botswana, the 
year folds on not so pleasant pas-
tures for the majority of queer 
people, especially in Uganda. The 
bigots continue to invest in en-
mity towards people who do not 
love like them. It is sad really, that 
so much hatred is borne of love. I 
still wonder how it is that people 
who choose to be who they are, 
to love the way they do and to ex-
press their truth, find themselves 
in a pool of unjustified hatred 
that somehow makes its way into 
the coffers of legislation in many 
parts of the world. So while I am 
grateful for the gains we do make 
as human beings, and while I am 
very aware of the losses that far 
outweigh these victories, it is my 
hope that during this time we con-
tinue to spare a thought for those 
who won’t be able to enjoy the 
festivities. That we may consider 
creating safe spaces, where we 
can, for those who continue being 
marginalised by their homes and 
communities. The reality for most 
queer people is that their homes 
are the most hostile during this 
time - and some of them do not 
have the luxury of choosing not to 
                      go home. So while we 
                         enjoy this time and 
                          reflect on our 
         respective lives, I   
       hope we find points
                     of connection with  
            others as far as we 
      can.



7TIMESG
A

LA

Historical Holidays: Simon Nkoli

Simon Nkoli exercising at Ronnie and Ste-
ven’s farm in Midrand, 1991. 
– Simon Nkoli Collection

Simon Nkoli on a visit to the farm of relatives, c. 1984 
– Simon Nkoli Collection

Simon Nkoli, Hermanus, January 1989 
– Julia Nicol Collection

Simon Nkoli and friend, Hermanus, January 1989 
– Julia Nicol Collection
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Donate to GALA
The GALA Archive is a living archive. This 
means that we never stop collecting. 

Do you have documents, posters, flyers, 
photographs, t-shirts or other items you 
would like to donate? Do you want your 
story, or that of your organisation, recorded 
and/or preserved? Your stories and contri-
butions are important. Help us document 
the present in order to preserve the past.

Your contribution matters.

Please contact our archivist, Linda Chernis: 
linda.chernis@wits.ac.za

Donations of books with queer content are 
welcome additions to the Cooper-Sparks 
Library that is housed at the GALA offices.

GALA is a non-profit organisation that re-
lies solely on donor funding. Any and all 
donations are welcome.

You can donate to:
Bank name: Investec
Account name: Gay and Lesbian Memory 
in Action Trust
Account number: 100 1183 4713
Branch name and code: 580105
Type of account: Current
Swift code: iveszajjxxx

or via snapscan:

*Please note that GALA 
is a registered non-prof-
it trust with S18A status, 
meaning that neither you 
nor GALA pays donations 
tax, and that donations 
are deductible from your 
taxable income.
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              The holiday season is finally upon us, 
        and the lights, trees, and cheer are all over. 
    There is no better time of the year. The holidays 
  shouldn’t be about the presents, but we all secretly 
love getting them. How can anyone not look forward to 
 unwrapping a gift and being surprised?

      Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful 
          holiday and a Happy New Year. May peace, love and 
              prosperity follow you always.

                        Happy holidays everybody! 
                                 Nobantu

A message from MaNobantu

Notice:
GALA will close on 
Friday, 13 December 2019

and reopen on
Monday, 13 January 2020

Wishing You Well This 

Festive Season
Everyone at GALA wishes you 
a wonderful, restful and safe 
holiday season. We will see you 
again in the new year!

GALA staff at their end of year office 
party, December 2019.
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