The Gerald Kraak Collection - Part 1 (1956-1979)
This month (October) marks a year since the sad passing of philanthropist,
activist, poet, writer and humanitarian Gerald Kraak (1956-2014).
Kraak left a substantial personal collection to GALA in his will – reinforcing
his commitment to the importance of archives and preserving history in his
lifetime. The collection was handed over to GALA by the executor of Kraak’s
estate in July this year, and although the collection is still busy being
processed, the parts covering his school and university years have been
catalogued, and we wish to share some of the wonderful items that have
come to light thus far.

Kraak’s social consciousness and political involvement began in
high school, where as a student at Westerford in Cape Town he
was a member of National Youth Action, a non-racial high school
students’ organisation. The records from his school years include
early attempts at poetry as well as his report cards – which show
how he excelled in the subjects that interested him – English and
History (which he went on to study at university)– and his
struggle with science and maths (which he failed!). In addition, a
scrapbook of photographs documents his years at Westerford and
the friends he made there.
After high school, Kraak went on to study at the University of
Cape Town (UCT) (1975-1977) where his involvement in antiapartheid, leftist politics and student activism intensified – an era
of his life that later inspired Kraak’s novel Ice in the Lungs.

This part of his collection is an enormously
important record of student activism at white,
English universities in South Africa at the time,
containing documents and records from
organisations like the National Union of South
African Students (NUSAS), the UCT Students’
Representative Council (SRC) and Students for
Social Democracy (SSD) all of which Kraak was
actively involved in. Some of the issues
documented include: battles of student press
freedom; forced removals by the Apartheid government (with a particular emphasis on Crossroads in Cape
Town); Zionism on campus; bannings and detentions of student and academic activists; fights within the SRC
between the largely left-leaning students in the council, and the Conservative Students’ Alliance.

Student activism during this time was well documented and preserved by Kraak, assisted by his role as
NUSAS media officer (1978/9). He kept scrapbooks with photographs and news cuttings, as well as an
extensive collection of paper documents,
which include flyers and posters for meetings
and
events,
student
newspapers,
newsletters and SRC electioneering (many
candidates went on to become highly
influential in South Africa’s political
development). Also included are a large
number of publications and reports from
NUSAS, where Kraak went on to work as
media officer for a year after graduating,
before he left for the Netherlands in 1979 to
live in political exile. Friends and fellow
activists that appear in the collection include
Stephen Bowey, Graeme Bloch, Julian Stern, Sue Gifford,
Auret van Heerden and Nikki Roussow.
Also included in this early part of Kraak’s life are records
relating to his military call up, which he refused as a
conscientious objector, one of the reasons that
ultimately led to Kraak leaving South Africa for the
Netherlands (his father was Dutch-born) where he
started his life in political exile in 1979.
The next part of Kraak’s collection covers his exile years
– look out for part II in the series with high-lights from
this time period in the coming months.

The Gerald Kraak Collection – Part II: The Exile Years (1979-1992)
The Netherlands 1979-1985
In ‘Part II’ of the Gerald Kraak Collection we pick up in 1979 when Kraak left South Africa for the
Netherlands. Kraak left South Africa to go into political exile, evading his military call-up. Through his
Dutch-born father, Kraak was able to obtain Dutch residency and later citizenship.

The first page of Kraak’s first (of two) Netherlands scrapbooks begins with his air ticket from Johannesburg
to Luxembourg on 13 June 1979. The scrapbooks for this time-period include photographs of friends and
colleagues (including other South Africans who had joined him in exile), travel around the Netherlands and
further afield (most notably the USSR and Zimbabwe), as well as newspaper clippings, photographs and
ephemera relating to protest action in and around the Netherlands, including ant-apartheid
demonstrations.

During his five years in Amsterdam, Kraak maintained his commitment to the anti-Apartheid struggle and
forged new networks and bonds with other organisations and individuals sharing this cause. This is most
evident in the archival collection of Dutch publications that Kraak kept during this period, such as
Amandla!, a monthly anti-Apartheid magazine published by Boycot Outspan, Aktie, and Zuidelijk Afrika
Nieus produced every 2 months by the AABN (Anti-Apartheids Beweging Nederland – Anti-Apartheid
Movement Netherlands).

Kraak also kept stories from the English press covering political detentions and bannings of his former
NUSAS associates back in South Africa. Also largely from the English press, Kraak had a feel for important
international events and moments, keeping historic editions of Time and Newsweek.

At the same time, Kraak became increasingly engaged with local Dutch protest and resistance, reflected in
the Dutch newspaper clippings he kept, covering topics such as the Communist Party of the Netherlands
(CPN), anti-nuclear war protests, and a large amount of articles relating to the 1980 Amsterdam rent riots.

With the onset of HIV/AIDS during this time (early 1980s), Kraak also kept articles published by academics,
NGOs and government health sectors, as well as mainstream and LGBTI press. Most of this material was
produced in America.
The United Kingdom 1985-1992
Kraak left the Netherlands in January 1985 to take up the post of Research Officer at the International
Defence & Aid Fund in London. He remained with them until 1989 when he left to work for Interfund.

This part of Kraak’s collection continues with his preservation of media, with a large collection of
newspapers and magazines following the collapse of world events, with a distinct focus on the fall of
Communism in Eastern Europe, as well as substantial clippings on South Africa politics, the 1986 bus
boycotts and street committees in particular.

It was also during his years in London that Kraak completed his Masters’ thesis ‘Restructuring skills:
Capital’s Initiatives in the Black Education and Industrial Training Arenas since 1976”. (1988 - University of
Cape Town, Sociology) and the collection contains research material used for his thesis and subsequent
book - Breaking the Chains: Labour in South Africa in the 1970s and 1980s (Pluto Press, 1993).

On a more personal level, this part of the collection reflects Kraak’s love of opera, with posters, programs
and tickets he kept from the London Opera and travel. There are two boxes pf photographs (though sadly
no scrapbook) for his London years, with subject matters including friends, protests and travel (e.g.
Portugal).

The Gerald Kraak Collection – Part III: Return to South Africa

(1993-2014)

Gerald Kraak returned to South Africa in 1993, part of a large wave of political exiles returning to South
Africa in the run-up to the first democratic elections of 1994. Kraak settled in Yeoville, and continued to
work for Interfund, who had set up an office in Johannesburg.
This part of the collection covers the 1994 elections and includes documents from Kraak’s work as an
election agent in the (then) Northern Transvaal and some of the challenges faced, his personal reflections
about this momentous time, press cuttings and memorabilia (such as a t-shirt, ballot papers and his ANC
membership card).

The collection also includes documents are from Kraak’s time with Interfund and mostly relate to his
funding efforts (through Interfund) for the National Coalition of Gay & Lesbian Equality (NCGLE).

Kraak at an NCGLE event in 1996 (from the NCGLE collection)

In 2002, Kraak joined the newly established South African branch of Atlantic Philanthropies (AP) as
Programme Executive for its Reconciliation and Human Rights Programme. His work with AP had a
dramatic impact on the funding landscape for LGBTI organisations in South Africa. Other issues that Gerald
supported through AP included the establishment of the Constitutional Court, higher education, and
health.

Aside from his professional activities during this time, Kraak also wrote an award-winning novel, Ice in the
Lungs (2005), based largely on his own experiences while at UCT, and produced the documentary film
Property of the state: gay men in the apartheid military (2003). These are reflected in his archival collection
through drafts and notes, and for Property of the State in particular, a significant amount of background
research.

On a more personal level, Kraak was actively involved in LGBTI activism as well as the fight for free
antiretrovirals in South Africa. He also had a great passion for the arts – in particular theatre and opera –
and this is reflected in the posters, programs and tickets he kept from, amongst others, productions at the
Market Theatre in Johannesburg, the annual National Arts Festival in Grahamstown (Kraak attended even in
2014, when he was already very sick) as well as the Out in Africa Film Festival, on whose Board he served.
Kraak also served on the body corporate of his two Johannesburg apartment buildings, Gerald’s Court in
Yeoville, and Gleneagles in Killarney, and kept documents relating to this.

And, as throughout the other periods of Kraak’s life, he continued to keep press cuttings and magazines of
important local and international political events, with a specific focus on the death of Nelson Mandela in
2013.

The final part of the collection deals with Kraak’s memorial, and was added by friends as well as the GALA
archivist after Kraak’s death. It includes photographs as well as printouts from the Gerald Kraak Memorial
Website.
*Note: GALA is processing Kraak’s personal correspondence and putting appropriate privacy measures in
places, and material from Kraak’s second novel (currently being edited) is still forthcoming.

Written by Linda Chernis, GALA archivist, 12 November 2015.

To access the collection’s inventory (AM 2669), please contact the GALA archivist, Linda Chernis:
linda.chernis@wits.ac.za or +27 1 1717 1797. Please note that GALA collections are stored off-site and so
viewing appointments must be made three working days in advance. More information on GALA and its
archival collection can be found on the website: www.gala.co.za

