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* Our new name Gay and
Lesbian Memory In
Action captures more

accurately the work we
do

e Giving voice and
visibility to LGBT issues
- range of oral history
projects




GALA facilitates the telling of stories which
feed Iinto our public education products:

Exhibitions Theatre

and books and
COMmICS...

Documentaries
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Its important to break the
silence around both lesbian
rape and HIV in our
communities — double stigma

Three years ago we started an
oral history project on black
lesbians who were living with
HIV — the majority had survived
corrective rape.

“l was raped by my cousin.

| couldn’t talk about it.
Later, that cousin came
and told me that he was
HIV positive, and that he
had raped me on purpose.




Qrzll Flisiony Project Cogi

e Its been a long process of
establishing trust before they agreed
to Interviews.

e Over two years Busi interviewed 8
women, some agreed to videotaped
Interviews
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 Two young lesbians who were both involved
with the Forum for the Empowerment of
Women (FEW) contracted HIV after being
raped.

e Busi Sigasa was repeatedly raped and died
suddenly this year.

 Buhle Msibi was date raped by a man she
knew well who couldn’t accept she was a
lesbian. Buhle died last year after an HIV
related iliness.
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e Busl Sigasa
reads a poem
as part of her
life story
narrative.
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 The excerpt from
Buhle's life story
highlights the
problems she had
accessing her social
grant and her
negative medical
experiences.
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» The advantages are that | know the
people | interview

e As Insiders its therefore easy to build
trust, gain access and to have
empathy.




Negauverside

 The emotional difficulties for me as a peer
and a friend come through in my digital
story.

« At one stage | had to stop interviewing
lesbians for six months after Buhle got
very ill and died.

* \We were there for her as one of her big
Issues was being alone with HIV.
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» Most of the lesbians | interview are under
resourced and battling financially.

 There Is an unequal power relationship as
| have a job with a LGBT organization.




 There Is an unspoken expectation from the
iInterviewee of "since | told you my story,
you'll help me".

 People want to know "what's in it for me?
— Why don’t you pay me for my story?

* Other people did pay interviewees for their
stories and this set up an expectation.
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e |ts also hard to establish boundaries within
the interview situation and outside of the
Interview situation.

* The relationship doesn’t end with this
Interview - In some way, a deeper
connection Is beginning - | now know her
daily struggles and the detalls of her life.
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 Participated in the WomensNet digital
story project Digital Stories for
Transformation

* Focusing on violence against women
including lesbians.

e 4 day workshop to make our digital stories.
 Show "l have listened, | have heard”
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The 070707 campaign was
Initiated after the double lesbian
murder in Soweto of Sizakele
Sigasa and Salome Masooa on 7
July 2007.

Sizakele Sigasa

« The LGBT network called the Joint Working

Group (JWG) are working together with NGOs

dealing with womens' rights and gender based
violence on this campaign against hate crimes.
« Participatory action research needed
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 The film project documenting the life of
Nonhlanhla Zwane recently initiated by
Zethu and Busi as one of GALA's
collaborative projects provides a good
model for this kind of research.
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» Clear the expectations from
the beginning
e Discuss ownership of the story

e Involvement In every aspect of
the development of the story



DOCUMENTING N CONT

 N- narrates, we listen, she
decides

e Commitment from N as story Is
driven by her

* Personal reasons to do the story
& Involve us
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 Its Important to raise the visibility of lesbian
survivors of hate crimes in a way that is
empowering, affirming, healing and educates

the public
 GALA promotes visiblility in the public domain

 Being a lesbian is not abnormal, deviant,
unAfrican or satanic.




